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MEMORIAL RELATIVE TO AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES.

Mr. OWEN P.resented the following
•

KEKORU.L OP THE HON. 0. N. HASKELL, GOVEBNOR OP THE
STATE OP OXLAHOKA, RELATIVE 'l'O AJIENDING 'l'llE OONSTI·
'rlJ'l'ION OJ' THE UNITED STATES•

.Ann. SO, 1908.-0rdered to be printed.

To the Siztieth Oongress of the United St,ates:
Whereas in the Constitution of the United States it was contemplated that lapse of time and changing conditions would necessitate
amendments of and additions to the original document, and therefore the making of amendments and additions thereto were provided
for;
Time has demonstrated that government by the people, of the people, and for the people can not be obtained by tlie present method
of electing the upper House of the legislative brancli of the Federal
Government, therefore an overwhelming majority of the people of
the entire United States have in various conclusive ways given evidence of their desire that the Constitution should be amended, to the
end that United States Senators may be elected by direct vote of the
people of the respective States, to the end that our Government in
practice, as well as in theory, may justify the motto, "Let the people
rule;"
Whereas government devised for the protection of life, liberty,
and the riglit of property necessarily incurs the burden of taxation,
direct and indirect; and
Whereas indirect taxation is far too often made an excuse for
special privileg~s to a favored class and a burden upon tLe toiling
masses of the United States; and
Whereas great estates and accumulations of property necessitate
a greater share of supervision and expense to gmremment; therefore
it 18 fair and just that an income tax be authorized by the Constitution of the United States, affording a source from which a portion of
the e~ense of government may be obtained, and to this end the Constitution of the United States should be so amended as to make the
assessment and collection of an income tax constitutional;
Whereas it should be the policy of our Government to protect
the toiling masses to the fullest degree of justice, in case of disability
or death while in the service of interstate carriers ~d free from
1t
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responsibility on account of the negli£?ence of his fellow-servant or
coemployee. It is therefore essential th.at the laws of Congress u_po
this subject should not be hampered or their validity endang_ered b ·
the narrow provisions of the Constitution as at present. Distin t
power should be given Congress to legislate as in its wisdom m y
fully protect the employee;
Wliereas the conditions and necessities of the different Sta es
render it indispensable that each State have unrestricted the · ht
to re~late the charges of common carriers and the conduct or tr sportation business and the right to prohibit the consolidation or c mbina.tion or merger of competing carriers, to the end that reason bJe
competition shall not be destroyed; and
Whereas time has demonstrated that Federal control of this vast
subject is inadet}uate to the needs of the States, and it being within
the power and province of the State to regulate its internal affairs,
this subject should have the emphasis of a direct provision in the
Federal Constitution, not that the States have ever surrendered this
right, but that judicial legislation may not further encroach upon the
just rights and powers of the State;
Whereas it has alwa_ys been the policy of free government to permit the people of the States, by their own voice (the majority controlling), to formulate and execute the laws for their local regulation, and where a State, by its people, have elected to prohibit the
importation or use of any products affecting the more.IS and health
of the community or the protection of its honest labor, by the exclusion of convict-made goods, the Federal Government should never
aid or connive at the v1olo.tion of such as has been declared to be the
expressed will of the people of such State, to the end that doubt on
this subject may be cleared away and a definite limit put upon legislation by our Federal judiciary, an amendment of tlie Constitution
is essential.
AMEND THE CONSTITUTION.

There are two methods of securing the submission of amendments
to the Constitution of the United States:
(a) The Congress of the United States may formulate and submit
amendments on its own motion to the severe.I States for their ratification, but as to this method the people of our country have waited
long weary years in vain; but, with a last appeal to that method, the
five articles proposed herewith are submitted for the voluntary action
of our Congress.
(b) Wise, indeed, were those who framed the Constitution of our
country, in the provision of another method for its amendment. In
Article V it is provided that the several States, the source of all Federal power, may, by resolution of the legislative body, two-thirds of
the States joining therein, and addressing such request to the Congress, make it mandatory upon the Congress of the United States to
convene a convention of the States of the Union for the purpose of
formula.ting any and all such amendments to the Federal Constitution
as said convention, when assembled, may deem wise and proper, and
the Congress shall also provide that all amendments proposed bv such
convention shall be submitted to the several States for ratification or
rejection. It is to be hoped that Congress will not, by their fail11rl' to
act, make necessar:y the Jclo.y d.ll<l expense incident to such convention
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by refusing to submit the attached five articles and such additional

I articles as the people may demand by a reasonable representation of

"the people.
· The action of 27 States of the Union in requestin~ a convention of
t~e States must impress the Congress that patience has almost
c ased to be a virtue and that Congress has not listened with even
d igence and justice to. the source of all power-the people of our
co~ntry.
an there be any better evidence of the demand for a constitutio al convention of the States than that expressed in the resolutions
filed herewith, adopted by 27 of our grand and glorious free States,
foll~wing:

Pennsylvania, Indiana, Texas, California, Nevada, Missouri,
Nebraska, Arkansas, Wyoming'" North Carolina, Illinois, Colorado,
Louisiana, Kansas, Montana, Wisconsin, Oregon, Michigan, Tennessee, Idaho, South Dakota, Washington, Utah, Kentucky, Minnesota,
.
Iowa, and Oklahoma.
Of the 19 remaining States, more than two-thirds of them stand
ready to join with their sister States in this demand, awaiting only
the convening of their legislative bodies.
Shall Congress defer longer the submission of these needed amendments to the Constitution when, by the States above named, substantially two-thirds of the population of the United States have united
in a call for such convention 1
Shall the people have the opportunity to pass :upon these questions
without further hindrance or delay or must a r.ampaign be waged
to remind Congress that it is the servant of a free and independent
pe()ple1
The State of Oklahoma hns created its commission and directed the
presentation to Congress of the matters and things herewith, and
humbly pr~ys that the justice of these demands may appeal to the
honorable Congress of the United States.
Respectfully,
c. N. HASKELL,
Governor and Chairman of the Oklah-O'TYUl State Commission.

Resolved by the Senate and llo1tse of Representa.tives of the United

States of America in Congress assembleil, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring), That the followmg articles be l>roposed to the legislatures of
the several States as amendments to t 1e Constitution of the United
States, all or any of whi<'h articles, when ratified by three-fourths of
the State legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes as pa.rt
of the said Constitution, viz:
ARTICLE 16. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of
two Senators from each State, chosen by the electors thereof for six
years, and each Senator shall have one vote; and the electors in each
State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of Members
of the House of Representatives. They shall be divided as equally
as may be into three classes, so that one-third may be chosen every
second year; and if vaeancies happen, by resignation 'or otherwise,
thf' governor may make tc>mporary appointments until the next regular election in such State. No prr::;on shall be a Senator who shall
~
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not have attained the age of 30 years, and been nine years a citiU'n
of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an elector
of the State for which he shall be chosen. The Vice-President of th
United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vot
unless they be equally divided. The Senate shall choose their O\\· n
officers, and also a president pro tempore in the absence of the VicePresident, or when he shall exercise the office of the President of t ie
United States.
ARTICLE 17. The Congress shall have power to provide for .he
collection of a uniform tax upon the gains, profits, and inc me
received by every citizen or person of the United States, incluc ing
every coryoration, association, or company doing btJsiness for J>i-ont
in the United States, subject to sucli exemption as it may deem
proper.
ARTICLE 18. The Congress shall have power to define and regulate
the liability of common carriers engaged in interstate or foreign commerce to thc.ir servants or employees for injuries resulting from the
negligence of fellow-servants or coemployees.
ARTICLE 19. No State shall be denied the right to regulate the
charges of common carriers for the carriage of freight or passengers
wholly within the State or to regulate or prohibit the ~onsolidation or
combmation of competing carriers.
ARTICLE 20. No State shall be denied the right to regulate or prohibit the shipment into the State of any article or articles of commerce
injurious to public health or morals, or the product in whole or in part
of convict labor.
STATE

or

Aa:s:ANSAS.

No. 17.-Maklng an application to the Congnoa11 of the United Statt'a
to call a convention to propo1e an amendment to the Con11tltution of the United State• to provide
for the election of United State• Senaton by a direct vote of the qualified ellcton of tbe 1everal
State1.

BOtJIB CoNCUltRBNT REBOLtJTtOM

Be it ruolved by the hOUBe of repre8entatives and 8tnate of the gene.ral aBBembly of lk
State of .ArkamtU, That the legislature of the said State of Arkansas, on behalf ol the
said State, hereby make application, in accordance with the provisions of Article V
of the Constitution of the United States, to the Congress to call a convention to be
composed of delegates from the sevPral States of the Union, which convention,. when
aesem bled shall propose as an amendment to the said Constitution a provision whereby
members of the Umted States Senate shall be elected by a direct vote of the qualified
electors of the several States.
That a certified copy of this resolution shall be immediately transmitted by the
governor to the President of the United States, to be by him presented to the Congrese of the United States.
Approved, April 25, 1901.
STATE OP CALIPORNIA.
DEPARTMENT 011' STATE,

I, C. F. Curry, secretary of state of the State of California, do hereby certify that I
have carefully compared the annexed copy of Senate joint resolution No. 2. Statutes
of 1900, with the onginal now on file in mv office. and that the same is a correc-t transcript therefrom and of the whole thereof. Also. that this authentication is in due
form and by the proper officer.
Witness my hand and the great seal of State, at office in Sacramento, Cal., the 10th
day of Afril, A. D. 1908.
LsEAL.
C. F. CURRY. Secretary of State.
By J. Honscu, Deputy.

'.
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CuAM'Ell VU-Senate Joint Reaolution No. 2-Relative to the eleotlon of Unit.ed States Senatora b7

direct vot.e of the people.

Whereas section 3 of Article I of the C.Onstitution of the United States provides
that "the Senate of the United State;; shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, chosen by the legislature th<'rcof, for six years;" and
·
Whereas the prt>Sent sy~tem for the election of United States Senators is subject to
severe public criticism and divided public opinion arising from various causes;
therefore, be it
Resolved by the senate of the State of California, and tht assembly, jointly, That our
Senators in Congress be instructed, and our RPJJresentntives be request<'d, to vote Cor
the submission of an amendment to the C-0n~titution of the United States providing
for the election of Senators by the direct vote of the electors of the respective States.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to our Senators and Representatives in Congress.
THos. FLINT, Jr.,
President pro tem. of tht Senate.
ALDEN ANDERSON,
Speaker of tht Assembly.
Attest:

c.

F. CtTRRY,
Secretary of State.

STATE 01' MINNESOTA.
DEPARTMENT OP STATE.

I, Julius A. Schmahl, secretary of state of the State of Minnesota, do hereby certify
that I have compared the annexed copy with the original instrument in my office of
Chapter 406, Laws of Minnesota of 1901, approved February 9, 1901, and that said
cofy is a true and correct transcript of said onginal instrument and of the whole thereof.
n testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great eeal of the
State, at the capitol, in St. Paul, thiB 20th day of April, A. D. 1908.
[SEAL.]
JULIUS A. ScHllAHL
Secretary of State.
CBAPTEB 406.-A joint resolution of th senate and boom of repre18Dt&tlves of the State of Mlnnesot•
making application to the Congres11 of the United States under Article V of the Constitution for tbe
1Ubmi11sion of an amendment to said Constitution making United States Senators elective in the
1everal Statea by popular vote.

Be it enacted by tht legislature of the Stau of Minne.sota,• That the legislature of the
State of Minnesota hereby makes application to the Congress under the provisions of
Article V of the Constitution of the United States for the calling of a convention to
propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States making United
States Senators elective in the several Sta.tes by direct vote of the people.
SEc. 2. The secretary of state is hereby directed to transmit copies of this application to the Senate, House of Representatives of the Congres.'i, and copies to the members of the said Senate and House of Representtitives from this State; also, to transmit
copies hereof to the presiding officers of each of the legislatures now in session in the
several States, requesting their cooperation .
. Approved, February 9, 1901.

STATE OF UTAII.

Bouse Joint Resolution.

Wbere98 Artide V of the C.Onstitution of the United Statet! provides that ''the
Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Homms shall d<•em it neces..qa,ry, 1-1hall propose
amf'ndments to this Con!i!titution, or on the application of the legislatures of twothirds of the several States shall call a convention for proposing amendments. which
in Pither case shall he valid to all intents and purposes as part of this Constitution
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States or by conwntion in three-fourths thereof," etc.; and
Whereas the House of Representatives of the CongrCRB of the United States has on
four separate occasions passed by a two-thirds vote a resolution proposing an anu•ndment to the Constitution providing for the election of United States Senators Ly duct:t
vote of the people; and

ic
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Whereas the United States Senate has each time refused to consider or vote upon
said resolution, thereby denying to the people of the Eeveral States a chance to secure
this much~esired change in the method of electing Senators: Therefore be it
Ruolved by the senate and houae of representatives of the State of Utah, That under the
authority of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, application is hereby
made to Congress to f~thwith call a constitutional convent.ion for the PWJ>OSE: of submitting to the States for ratification an amendment to the Federal COnstitution providing for the election of United States Senators by direct vote of the people: and
Resolved, That the secretary of the state be, and is hereby, directed to forward a
properly authenticated copy of these resolutions to the Prelolident. of the United States
and to the SpP~ker of the House of Representatives of the United States.
Approved this 12th day of March, 1903.
.
STATE OP UTAH,

County of Salt Lake, n:
I,C,Willard Done, a notary _public in and for the county of Salt Lake, State of Utah,
do hereby certify that the within is a full, true, and C'Orrect copy of a house joint resolution passed by the legislature of the State of Utah and approved by Governor Heber
M. Wells on the 12th da~ of March, 1903.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 11th day of March,
A. D. 1908.
WILLARD DONE,

Notary Public.
STATE OP KANSAS.

Whereas there is a widespread and rapidly growing belief that the Constitution of the
United Stat<'s 8hould be 89 amended as to provide for the eleC'tion of the United States
Senators by the direct vole of the people of the respective States; and
Whereas other amendmPnts to the United States Constitution are by many mtelligent persons considered desirable and necessary; and
Whereas the Senate of the United States has so far neitlected to take any action
whatever upon the matter of changing the manner of electing United States Senators,
although favorable action upon such proposed change has sev<'ral times been unanimously taken by the House of Representatives: Therefore, be it
Resolved 1>y the house of represent.fltives of the Stat,e of Kansas (the Senate ccmcurring
therein), That the legislature of Kansas, in accordance with the provisions of Article V
of the Constitution of the United States. hereby apply to and request the Congress
of the United States to call a convention for the purpose of proposing amendment.a
to the Constitution of the Vnited States: and
Resolved, That we hereby request our Representatives in Congress and instruct our
United States Senators to bring this matter to the attention of their respective bodies
and to try and induce favorable action thereon; and
Resolved further, That the secretary of the State of Kansas is hereby directed to
forthwith tmnsmit a certified copy of these resolutions to the Vice-President of the
United States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives in Coneess, and to ca.ch
of the Representatives and United States Senators in Congress from Kansas, and to the
speaker of the house of representatives of each State in which the legislature is now or
.
eoon t.o be in session.
STATE OP K.AxsAs, OJ!ic~

of the Srcretary of State:
I, C. E. Denton, secretary of state of the State of Kansas, do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing iB a correct copy of the original enrolled resolution now on file in
my office.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my official
seal this 18th day of January, 1908.

c. E. DENTON.

(SEAL.]

Secretary of Stau.
By J. F. BOTKIN,
..A1ristant Secretarv of StaU.
STATE OP TEXAS.

House Concurrent Resolution No. 22.

Whereas under the present method of the election of United States Senato1'8 by the
leg-islatures of the several States protracted contests frequently result in no election at
all, and in all cases interferiug with needed State legislation; and
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Whereas Oregon, in common with many of the other States, h.ae asked Congress to
adopt an amendment to the Constitution of the United States providing for the election
of United States Senatore by a direct vote of the :eeople, and said amendment baa
passed the House of Representatives on several occasions, but the Senate of the United
States baa continually refused t.o adopt said amendments: Therefore
.fle it TtSolved by the houae of repreaentativu of the State of Texaa (the aenate concurring)!
That the Congreee of the Umted States ia hereby asked and urgently requested to ci.l
a constitutional convention f01•propoeing amendments to the Constitution of the United
States as provided in Article V of the said Constitution of the United States.
Ruol'IJed, That we hereby ask and urgently request that the legislative assembly of
each of the other States in the Union unite with us in asking and urgently requesting
the Congress of the United States to call a constitutional convention for the purpose of
proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.
Ruolved, That the secretary of state be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to
send a certified copy of this concurrent resolution to the President of the United Statea
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States. anti to the
legislative assembly of each and every of the other States of the Union.
(N OTE.-The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution p888ed the house of
representatives, no vote given; and passed the senate, no vote given.)
Approved, April 17, 1901.
TEXAS, Department of State:
I, W. R. Davie, secretary of state of the State of Texas, do hereby ce!'ill.Y that the
attached and foregoing ia a true and correct copy of house concurrent resolution No. 2~l
passed by the twenty-seventh legislature of the State of Texas, and approved ApriJ
17, 1901, as the same appears of record in the printed statute &ok of the State of
Texas, deposited in the office of the secretary of state of the State of Texas, on pagee
327 and 328 of General l&ws of the State of Texas passed at the regular session of the
twenty-seventh legislature, convened at the city of Austin, 1anua.ry 8, 1901, and
adjourned April 9, 1901; and I further certify that I am the keeper and custodian
of the said printed statute book above mentioned.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed my name officially and caused to be
impressed hereon the seal of my office, ea.me being the great seal of the State of Texas,
at my office in AUBtin, Tex.1 on this the 3d day of April, A~D. 1908.
TBB STATE OP

w. R. DA VIE,

[8BAL.]

SecretalJ of State.

STATE OP ILLINOIS.
DEPARTMENT OP 8TATBo

To aU to whom t1aue pramta aball COTrU, gruting:
I, James A. Rose, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that
the following and hereto attached is a true copy of senate joint resolution No. 5 of
the forty-thfrd general aeeembly, adopted by the senate February IO. 1903, and concurred in by the house April 9, 1903, the original of which is now on file and a matter
of record in this office.
In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed the great seal
of State. Done at the city of Springfield this 10th day of March, A. D. 1908.
(SB.AL.]
T.&JIES A. ROSE,
Secretary of State.
Whereas by direct vote of the people of the State of Illinois at a general election
held in said State on the 4th day of November, A. D. 1902, it was voted that this
general assembly take the necessary steps under Article V of the Constitution of the
United States t.o bring about the election of United States Senators by direct vote
of the people; and
Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that on the
~pplication of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States the CongreBB of the
United States shall call a convention for proposing amendments: Now. therefore, in
obedience to the expressed will of the people as expressed at the said election, be it
Ruolved by lM am.ate (the houae of repreaentativea concurring herein), That application be, and is hereby, made to the COngress of the United States to call a conven·
tion for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States, as provided
for in said Article V; and be it further
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Rtaol11ed That the secretary of stat.e do furnish to the President of the Senat.e of
the Unit;d Stat.es and to the S.11eaker of the House of Re£reeentativee of the Unit.eel
States, to each, one copy of thiB resolution, properly certified under the great seal of
the Stat.e.
Adopt.ad by the eenat.e February 10, 1903.
J. H. PADDOCK,
I
.
Serretary of the StnlJU.
A. NORTHCOTT,
Prmdent of the Smau.
Q>ncurred in by tlie house April 9, 1903.
1No. A. REEVB,
Cieri: of the HOWJe of Repruenta.tivta.
JouN H. MILLER,
Speaker of the Bomt of RepreaentatiWI.

w.

STATE 01" INDIANA.
01'1'ICB OJ' SECRETARY OP STATB,

I, Fred A. Sims, secretary of state of the State of Indiana, and being the officer
who under the constitution and laws thereof is the custodian of the enrolled acts of
the general aseembly, do hereby certify that the attached is a full, true, and complete
copy of the house joint resolution No. 4, approved March 11, 1907, and filed in the
office of the secretary of state, as the law provides.
In testimon)" whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the State
of Indiana, at Indianapolis, this 19th day of March, 1908.
FRED A. S111s,
(HAL.)
Secreta1'1J of Stau.
FRANK

I.

GRUBBS,

Deputy.

ORA PTElt 299.-Jolnt reeolutlonof the sixty-fifth general auemblyof the State or Indiana, making application to the Congress of Vie United States to call a convenilon Jor proposinf amendments to the
Constitution of th6 United States. (II. 4, joint resolution. Approved March 1, 1907.)

Whereas we belie\'e that Senators of the United States should be elected directly by
the voters; and
Whereas to authorize such direct election an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States is necessary; and
Whereas the failure of Congress to submit such amendment to the States has made it
clear that the only practicable method of securing a submission of such amendment to
the States is through a constitutional convention, to be called by Congress upon the
application of the legislatures of two-thirds of all the States: Therdore
SECTION 1. Be it ruoli1ed by the general auembly of the State of Indiana, That the legi&:.
lature of the State of Indiana hereby makes apflication to the Congress of the United
States, under Article V of the Constitution o the United States, to call a constitutional convention for proposing amendmente to the Constitution of the United States.
SEc. 2. That this resolution.I. duly authentkated, shall be delivered forthwith to the
President of the Senate and ;:speaker of the House of Representatives of the United
States, with the request that tlie same shall be laid before the said Senate and House.

8TATB OJ'

Soum

DAKOTA.

DEPARTMENT OP STATB.
UNITED STATES OP AMERICA,

Stau of South Dakota, Secretary'• Office:
I, D. D. Wipf, secretary of state of South Dakota and keeJ?Crof the great aea1 thereof
do hereby certify that tlie attached instrument of writing 18 a true and correct copy of
house joint resolution No. 2 as passed by the legislature of 1907, and of the whole thereof,
and h88 been compared with the original now on file in this office.
In testimoni wbereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great seal of the
State of South Dakota. Done at the city of Pierre this 18th day of March, 1908.
(BBAL.[
D. D. WIPF, Stcrtlary of Stau.
By J. L., .Aui1tant Secretary of StaU.
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Doulll!: J onn RESOLUTION No. 2.-A joint reeolutlon memorializing Congress to auhmlt to the 118\'f!ral
States an am1mdment to the Constitution of the Unlt.ed States, pro\•idlng for the election ot the
United Stat.ea Senators by direct vote of the electors.

Be it resolved by the hOU8e of repreaentativea (the aoiate concurring therein):
Whereas the election of United States Senatol'8 by the legislatures of the several States
frequently interferes with important. l~islative duties, and has in many States r~ulted
in charges of bribery and corruption; and
Whereas the sentiment of the majority of the people of this State is in favor of ele<>ting United States Senators by a direct vote of the elcdors of the State, that under
authority of Article V of the C<mstitution of the United States application is hereby
ms.de to Congress to forthwith call a conetitu~ional convention for the purpose of suhmitting to the States for ratification an amendment to the Federal C'-0nst1tution providing for the election of United States Senatore by direct vote of the electors of the
several States.
Be it .further reaoltied, That the secretary of state be, and he is hereby, authorized
and directed to send a properly authenticated copy of this resolution to the President
of the United States, to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Ret>resentatives of the United States, and to each of the Senators and Representatives m Congress of the State of South Dakota.
M. J. \HANEY,
Speaker of the Bouie.
JAMES w. CONE.
Attest:
Chirj Clerk.
How ARD C. SHOBER,
Prtaidmt of the Senate.
L. H. 8rnoNs,
Atteat:
SetTetary of the Senate.
I hereby certify that the within joint reeolution originated hi the house of representatives and was known in the house files aa house joint resolution No. 2.
JAMES

w. CONE,

Chief Clerk.

STATE OP SOUTH DAKOTA,

Office Secretary of State, aa:
Filed February 2, 1907, at 5 o'clock p. m.

D. D. WIPF,
Set-retary of State.

STATE OP IDAHO.
DEPARTMENT OP STATE.

I, Robert Lansdon, secretary of state of the Stat~of Idaho, do hereby certify that
the annexed i.s a full, true, and complete transcript of senate joint memorial No. 2 by
committee on privileges and elections, which was filed in this office the 27th day of
February, A. D. 1901, and admitted to record.
In testimony whereof. I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great eeal of the
State. Done at Boise City, the capital of Idaho, this 14th day of March, A. D. 1908.
[BEAL.]
ROBERT LAXSDOS,
Secretary of State.
2.-RPquc>sting Congress to calla conv1mtionfor the purpo11e of proposing an
amPndment to the Constitut;on of the United States, whi<•h amendment shall pro\·ide for the
eJection ol President, Vice-President, and UnitPd States Senators by direct vow of th<' people.

JOINT MEMORIAL No.

L

Whereas a large number of the State legislatures have at various times adopted
memorials and ret1olutions in favor of election of President, Vice-President, and
United States Senators hy popular vote; and
Whereas the National House of Representatives has on four separate occasions,
within recent years, adopted resolutions in favor of this proposed change in the method
of electing the President, Vice-Prel!ident, and United States Senators, which were not
adoeted by the Senate; and
Whereas Artic·le V of the Constitution of the United States provides that ('on~,
on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall ('all a
convention for proposing amendments, and believing there is a general desire upon the
part of the citizens of the State of Idaho that the President, Vice-President, and
United States Senators should he elected by a direct vote of the people: Therefore,
Be it reaol'red, That the legislature of the State of Idaho favors the adoption of an
amendment to the Constitution which shall provide for the election of Presi<lent, VicePresident, and United States Senators by popular vote, and joins with other States of

ic
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the Union in respectfully requesting that a convention be called for the purpose of
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as provided for in
Article V of the said Constitution, which amendment shall provide for a change in the
present method of electing President, Vice-President, and United States Senators, 80
that they can be choeen in each State by a direct vote of the people.
Resolved, That a copy of this joint resolution and application to Congress for the
calling of a convention be eent to the secretary of state of each of the United States, and
that a similar copy be sent to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and our Representatives in Congress.
This senate joint memorial passed the senate on the 14th day of February, 1901.
THos. F. TERRELL, Prer•"rfent of the St:rlllll.
This senate joint memorial passed the house of representatives on the 21st day of
February, 1901.
pro~ing

GLENN P. McKINLEY,
Speaker of the Ho?LU of Repruentativu.

This senate joint memorial was received by the governor on the 26th day of February,
1901, at 6 o'clOck p. m., and approved on the 26th day of February, 1901.
FRANK w. HUNT, GO'VerlWf.
I hereby certify that the within senate joint memorial No. 2, entitled "A memorial
requestin~ Congrese to call a convention for the purpose ofJ!}poei~ an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States. which amendment
l provide for the election
of President, Vice-President, and United States Senators by direct vote of the
people," originated in the senate of Idaho during the sixth scmion.
Wx. V. HELFRICH, Secretary of the Senatl.
STATE OP WASHINGTON.

CB.&PTEa 61.-An act making application to the Congress of the United States of America to call a

convention for proposing n.mendments to the C'onstltutlon of the United States ot America as author(H.B. No. 207.)

lt.ed by Article V of the Comtltutlon of the United States of America.

Whereas the present method of electing a United States Senator is expensive and
conducive of unnecessary delay in the ~e of useful legislation; and
Whereas the will of the people can best be ascertained by direct vote of the people;
Therefore,
Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of Washington, That application be, and
the same is hereby, made to the Congress of tlie United States of America to call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America
aa authorized by Article V of the Constitution of the United States of America.
SEc. 2. That a duly certified copy of this act be immediately transmitted to the presiding officer of each legislative body of each of the several States of the United States
of America, through the governor of each of the several States, with a request that each
of such legislatures pa.ss an act of like import as this act.
Passed the house February 19, 1903.
Passed the senate March 7, 1903.
Approved by the governor March 12, 1903,
STATE OF \V ASHINOTON,

Department of State, as:
I, Sam H. Nichols, secretary of state of the State of Wasbingtoni do hereby certify
that the above is a full, true, and correct copy of the original enrol ed law now on file
in this office.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of State
thie 13t.h day of March, A. D. 1908.
[SEAL.]
SAK H. NICHOLS,
Secretary of Stau.
STATE OP NORTH

CAROLINA.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OP STATE.

A JOINT RESOLUTION Relative to amf'ndlng the Constitution of the United Btatt'I to provide for
the election of the United States Senators hy the direct vote of the pf'Ople of the respective St&tee.

Whereas there is a widPspread and rapidly growing belief that the Constitution of
the United States should be so amended as to provide for the election of the United
States Senators by the direct vote of t.he l'eople of the respective Stat<'s: and
Whereas other amendments to the Urnted States Constitution are by many intel·
ligent persons considered Ut'i;irahJe a;~J nec<>:....<:ary; and

oo~[c
c
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Whereas the Senate of the United States has 80 far ne~lected to take any action
whatever upon the matter of changing the manner of electmg United States Senators,
although favorable action upon such proposed change baa several times been unani·
mously taken by the House of Representatives: Therefore
Be it resolved by the houae of repruent.ativu of th St.au of N&rtA Carolina, tAe 1enau
concurring therein, That the legislature of North Carolina, in accordance with the provisions of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, hereby apply to and
request the Congress of the United States to call a convention for the purpose of proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States; and
Re1olved, That we hereby request our Representatives in Congress and instruct our
United States Senatore to bring this matter to the attention of the respective bodies
and to try and induce favorable action thereon; and
Ruolved_furtAer, That the secretary of the State of North Carolina is hereby directed
to forthwith transmit a certified copy of these resolutions to the Vice-President of the
United States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives in Congress, and to each
of the Representatives and United States Senatore in Congress from North Carolina,
and to the speaker of the house of representatives of each State in which the legislature is now or soon to be in eeesion.
In the general assembly; read three times, and ratified this the 11th day of March,
A. D. 1907.
STATE OP NORTH CAROLINA,

Office of tht ae<:retary of it.au:
I, J. Bryan Grimes, secretary of state of the State of North Carolina, do hereby certify
the foregning and attached (two sheets) to be a true copy from the records of this office.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal.
Done in office at Raleigh, this 4th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1908.

J.

BRYAN GRIHES,

Secretary of St.ate.
STATE OP TENNE88EB.

JOINT RESOLUTION No. 15.-Requeatlng Congress to call a convention tor the purpoee of proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United Sta tea, which amendment shall provide for the election of United State& Senators by direct vote of the people.

'\Vhereas a large number of the State legislatures have at various times adopted
memorials and resolutions in favor of the election of United States Senators by popular
vote; and
Whereas the National House of Representatives has on several occasions rerently
adopted resolutions in favor of this pro~ change in the method of electing United
States Senators. which were not adopted by the Senate; and
Whereas Article V of the Constit9tion of the United States provided that CongreM,
on the a.Pplication of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a
convent10n for the proposed amendments; and
Whereas, be1ieving there is a general desire upon the part of the citizens of the State
of Tenne."!See that the United States Senatoni should be elected by a direct vote of the
pe<>ple: Therefore.
Be it resolved (ij the hovse concur), That the legislature of the State of Tennessee
favors the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution which shalJ provide for the
election of Umted States Senators by popular vote. and joins with other States of the
Union in respectfully requesting that a constitutio11al convention be called for the
p~ of proposing an auiendment to the Constitution of the United States. as provided for in Article V of satd Constitution. which amendment shall provide for a
change in the present method of electing united States Senators, 80 that they can be
chosen in each State by direct vote of the people.
Be it further enacted, That a copy of this Joint resolution and application to Congress
for calling of the convention be sent to the secretary of state of each of the United
States. and that a similar copy be sent to the President of the United States. to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, to each of the United States Senators from
Tennessee. and our Representatives in Congress.
Adopted March 14, 1906.
J. I. Cox,
Spraker of the Senate.
w. K. ABERNATHY,
8peam of the House of Repreamtatfru.
JAMES D. FRAZIER.
Got'ernor.
Approved }far<"h 22 1905.
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ST.A.TB 01' TENNESSEE,

Offill of Secretary of Stall:
I, J"ohn W. Morton, secretary of the State of Tennessee. do certify that the annexed
is a true copy of senate joint resolution No. 15. passed by the $8neral assembly of the
State of Tennessee. 1905, the original of which is now of record m my office.
Thia the 12th day of March, 1907.
JNo. W. MoRTON, Secretary of State.

STATE OF MONTANA.
S&JfATB JOINT RssoLU'l'ION No. 1.-RequP.etlng Cong-ress to call a convention tor the purpose of

p~

poalng an amendment to the Constltntlon of the Unlt.ed States, which amendmer:it IDall pfuvi<!e
for tile election of Unlt.ed States Senator11 by direct vote of the people.

"Whereas a large number of the State legislatures have at various times, adopted
memorials and reeolutions in favor of the election of United States Senators by popular
vote; and
Wl1ereas the National House of Representatives has, on several occasions within
recent years, adopted resolutions in favor of this proposed change in the method of
electing United States Senators, which were not adopted by the 8enate; and
Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that Congress,
on the applicat.ion of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States. shall call a
convention for proposed amendments; and,
Believing there is a general desire upon the part of the citizens of the :State of Montana that the United States Senators should be elected by a direct vote oft.he oeople:
Therefore, be it
Resolred (if the Houae concur), That the legislature of the State of Montana favors
the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution which shall provide for the election
of United States Senators by popular vote, and joins with other States of the Union
in respectfully requestin~ that a convention be called for the purpose of proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, as provided for in Article V of
the said Constitution, wbich amendment shall provide for a change in the present
method of electing United States Senators, eo that they can be ch08en in each State
by direct vote of the people.
Resoft'ed, 'fhat a copy of this joint resolution and application to Congress for the
calling of the convention be sent to the secretary of state of each of the United States,
and that a similar copy be sent to the President of the United States, the Speaker of
the House of Hepresentatives, and also to each of the United States Senators from
Montana and our Representative in Congress.
EDWIN L. NORRIS,
Pmident of the Senate.

E.

w.

RING,

Speaker of the Houae.

Approved February 21, 1907.
Filed February 21, 1907, at 4.05 p. m.

J. K.
A. N.

YODER,

TooLE,

Governor.

Secretary of State.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

State of Montana, u:

I, A. N. Yoder, secretary of state of the State of Montana, do hereby certify that the
above is, with the exception of corrections in orthography and punctuation, and
insertion of omissions or substitute words in brackets, a true and correct copy of senate joint resulotion Ko. 1, resolution requesting Congress to call a convention for the
purpose of proposing an amendment to the Constitut.ion of the United States, •·hich
amendment shall provide for the election of United 8tates Senators by direct vote of
the people, enacted by the tenth session of the legislative as."Cmbly of the State of
Montana, and approved by J. K. Toole, governor of said State, on the 21st day of
Februarv, A. D. 1907.
In testimony wbereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the great seal of
said State. Done at the city of Helena, the capital of said State, this 28th day of
January, A. D. 1908.
[SEAL.]
A. N. YODER, Stcretan/ of State.
By DAVE PIZER, Deputy.
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STATE OP WYO.llING.

Enrolled Memorial No. 2, House of Representatives, Wyoming.

Be it reso11wl by the third legislature of the Stau of Wyoming, That the Senate and
House of Rc•pr( sentatins of the United States of Amcri<'a be memorialized as follows;
Tlie third legislature of the State of Wyoming respectfully reprC'scnta to the honorable
the Senate and the honorable the House of Repreeentatives of the United States of
America in Congress Meembled that they urge the submission of the constitutional
amendments now pending in Congress requiring United States Senators to be elected
by a vote of the qualifiC'd eleetors of the 8tat<'.
They believe that the exciting and disturl!ing contest for seats in the legislature in
many of the States has been owing in a great measure to impending contests for United
States Sena.tors.
In many States the sessions of the legislature are limited to a specified time and
much of this time has been wasted and <'onsumed in a fruitlees effort to elect Senators.
The temptation to corruption and the inducements to influence legislators by questionable means would be entirely removed if the eleC'tion of Senators were transferred
to the people. It is believed the business of the legislature should be confined to mattersoflegislation, and that the excitement attendant upon theselection of United Statee
Senators by the legislature interferes to a great degree with that business. The growth
of a public sentiment in this direction we believe to be grounded upon good reasons,
calling for an amendment of the Constitution in this respect.
Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested, upon his
approval of this memorial, to forward a duly authentirated copy thereof, under the
sreat seal of the State, to the Senators and Representative in Congress from this State1
in order that the same may be brought to the attention of the Congress of the Unitea
States.
GEO.

Approved February 16, A. D. 1896.

w. HOYT,

Preaidmt of the Senau.
'JA y L. TORREY,
Speaker of the House.

Wu. A.

R1cHARns,

Governor.

STATE OF NEVADA.

Senate Concurrent Ruolutlon relating to the election of United States Senatol'll by direct popular
• vote.

Whereas the peol'le of this State, as shown by a vote taken thereon, favor an amendment to the Constitution of the United States providing for the election of Uuited
States Senatore by a direct popular vote; and
Whereas it is e\·i<lent that a large majority of the American people favor sn<'h an
amendment, as shown by the tone of the public press and by the resolutions of the·
State legislatures of the various States and the resolution passed by the National
House of Representatives; and
Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that Congress,
on the appli<'ation of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for proposing amendments thereto:
Resofred, therefore (if the auembly concur), That the legislature of the State of Kevada
favors the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution which shall provide for the
eleC'tion of United States Senators by fopular vote, and respectfully requests that a
convention be ralled for the ,P.Urpot!C o proP<?sing an amendment to the Constitution
of the rnited States, as provided for in Article V of said Constitution, whic·h amendment shall provide for a C'hange in the present method of electing United States Senators, so that they can be chosen in each State by a direct vote of the people.
Resofred, That a copy of this resolution and application to Congress for the calling
of a convention be sent to the President of the United States, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and to each of the representatives of the State of Nevada
in the Congress of the United States.
Reaolred, That our representative in Congress be directed t.o urge upon Congress the
calling of a convention provided for by these resolutions.

le
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STATE 011' MICHJOAN.

No. 7.-A Joint Resolution of the aenat.eand houae of representatives of the State of Mirhlgan, mnktng
aprli<'atlon to the Congress of the United States, under Artkle V or the Constitution, for the submission of an amendment to said Constitution, making United States
severa.l States, by popular vcte.

Sen~tors

elective in the

Resolved by the senate and houae of repraentatives of the State of Michigan, That application is hereby made to the C-0ngress under the provision of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, making United St.ates Senators elective in the several States
by d irn:t vote of the people; and
Retolvld .further, That the secretary of state is hereby directed to transmit copies
of this application to the Senate, House of Representatives of the Congrc88, and copies
to tlw ~H·mbere of the said Senate and House of Representatives from this State; also
to transmit copies hereof to the presiding officers of each of the legislatUJ'eB now in
session in the several States, requesting their cooperation.

STATE OP WISCONSIN.
DEPARTVENT 011' STATE.

To all to u·hom thue present.I 1hall come:
I, J. A. Frear, secretary of state of the State of Wisconsin and keeper of the great
seal thereof, do hereby certify that the annexed copy of joint resolution No. IO hu
been compared by me with the original enrolled resolution on file in this department
and that the same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of such original enrolled
resolution.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the gre.at seal of
the State at the capitol, in the city of Madison, this 11th day of March, A. D. 1908.
[SEAL.]
J. A. FREAR,
Secrelmy of State.
Joint Reaolution No. 10.

Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that "the
Congrees, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propoee
amendments to this Constitution, or on the a:pplication of the legislatures of twothirds of the several States shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which
in either· case shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of this Constitution,
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by convention in three-fourths thereof," etc.; and
·
Whereas the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States nae on
four sepamte occasionR pa.8800 by a two-thirds vote a resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution providing for the election of l;nited States Senators by
direct vote of tl1e J?OOple; and
·
. \\'licre.1s the Umted States Senate has each time refused to consider or vote upon
s.'licl resolution, thereby denying to the people of the several States a chance to secure
this much.desired change in the method of electing Senators; therefore be it
Resolred by the senate and assembly of the State of Wiaconsin, That, under the authority
of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, application is hereby made to
C-0ngress to forthwith call a constitutional convention for the purpose of submitting
to the States for ratification an amendment to the Federal Constitution providing
for the election of United States Senatore by direct vote of the people; and
Resolved, That the secretary of state be, and is hereby, directed to forward a proper
authenticated copy of these resolutions to the President of the United States, to the
President of the Senate of the United States, and to the Speaker of the House of
Bepreeentativee of the United States.

1.

o.

DAVIDSON,

Pruident of tk Senat~.

I. L.

l,ENROOT,
S~ of the Auembly.
THEO.
GOLDIN.l

w.

Chief Clerk of fk lSen.aU.
C. 0. MARSH,
Chief Ckrk of tM A8umbl11.
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MI.ssoum.

.Joint and Conct11'l'ent Resolutlon.-Appllcatlon of the legislature of the State of Mlseourl for a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States, as provided in Artlcle
V thereof.
•

Resolved by the general a88embly of the State of Jl281ouri, That the legislature of Missouri shall and hereby does malte application to the C.Ongress of the United States of
America to call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the
United States, as provided in Article V thereof; and
Resolved further, That the CongreSB be requested to provide for the holding of State
conventions to pass upon amendments submitted, e.s also provided in said Article V.
Approved, March 6, 1907.
STATE OP Mlssoua1, Department of State:
I, John E. Swanger, secretary of state of the State of Missouri, do hereby certify
that the annexed and foregoing is a true and complete copy of a joint and concurrent
resolution passed by the forty-fourth general assemolyof the State of Mi880uri, approved
.March 6, 1907.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix the great seal of the State of
Missouri.
Done at the city of Jefferson this 9th day of March, A. D. 1908.
•
[SEAL.]
JNO. E. SWANGER,
Be.cret.arg of Stata.

STATE

OP lowA.

SECRETARY

OP

STATE.

I, W. C. Hayward, secretary of state of the State of Iowa, do hereby certify that the
attached instrument of writing is a true and .correct copy of senate joint resolution No.
2, making application to the United States Congress to call convention for proposing
amendments to the Constitution of the United States. Adopted bv the thirty-second
general aasembly of the State of Iowa March 12, A. D. 1907, as the same appears of
record in this office.
In testimonf whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the secretary of state o the State of Iowa.
Done at Des Moines, the capital of the State, April 20i 1908.
(SEAL.]
W. C. HAYWARD!..
Secretary o/ 1::1tate.
8JDf4TB

No. 2.-Matlng appllcatin to United States CongTess to call convention
for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.

JOIMT RBBOLUTION

Whereas we believe that Sena.tors of the United States should be elected directly
b)" the voters; and
Whereas to authorize such direct election an amendmellt to the Constitution of the
United States is necessary· and
Whereas the failure of &;ngress to submit such amendment to the States has made
it clear that the only practicat.le method of securing a submiasion of such amendment
to the States is through a constitutional convention1. to be called by Congress upon the
application of the legislatures of two-thirds of all tHe States: Therefore
Be it raolved by the general a1sernbly of the State of Iowa, That the legislature of the
State of Iowa hereby makes application to the Congress of the United States, under
Article V of the Constitution of the United States, to call a constitutional convention
for propoeing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.
SEc. 2. That this resolution, duly authenticated, shall be delivered forthwith to the
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United
States, with the request that the same shall be laid before the said Senate and House.
Approved March 12, A. D. 1907•

.
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STAT• OP lrhCHIOAN.
DBPARTKENT OP STATS.

I, Clarence J. Mears, deputy secretary of sta~ of the State of Michi~ e.nd cn~to
dian of the great BE'al of the State, hereby certify that the annexed sheet of papu contains a corr<>ct and compared tranRCrift of joint resolution No. 7, passed at the session
of the legi:;lature of 1901, the origina of which is on file in this office.
In witness whereof I have hereto affixed my signature and the great seal of the
St.ate, at Lansing, this 11th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1908.
J. J.lEARS.
Dtputy Secret.a1y of Statt.

(SEAL.)

CLARENCE

No. 7.-A Joint Resolution of the senate and house of rer,resentatives of the State or Michigan, making
application to the Congress of the United States, unuer Article V of the Constitution, for the submission of an amendment to eald Constitution, making United States Senators eleC?tiv" In the 1everal
Stat.ea by popular vote.

Reaoltl(d by the aenate and hou•e of reprrsentatiwa of tM. State of Michigan, That application is hereby made to the Congress under the provision of Artkle V of the Constitution of the United States for the calling of a convention to propose an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, making United States Senators elective in
the several States by direct vote of the people; and
Resolved further, That the secretary of state is hereby directed to transmit copies
of this application to the Senate, House of Repreiientatives of the Congress, and copies
to the .Members of the said Senate and House of Representatives from this State; also
to transmit copies hereof to the presiding officers of each of the Jegislatlll'88 now in
seseion in the several States, requesting their cooperation.

STATE OP OREGON.

OPFICE OP THE SECRETARY OP STATE.

I, F. W. Benson, secretary of state of the State of Oregon and custodian of the scal
o' said State, do hereby certify that I have carefully compared the annexed copy of
senate joint resolution No. 7 with the original of said joint resolution No. 7, with the
indorsement.s thereon, filed in the office of the secretary of state of the State of Or<>gon
on t.he 10th day of March, 1903, and that the same is a full, true, and correct transcript
therefrom and of the whole thereof.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my band and affixed hereto the seal of
the State of Oregon. Done at the capitol at Salem, Oreg., this 12th day of .March,
A. D. 1908.
[SEAL.]
F. w. BENSON, 8ecrel4ry of 8talt.
Senate Joint Reeolutlon No. 7.

Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that "t.he Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
amendments to this Constitution, or on the application of the legulaturea of twothirds of the several States shall call a convention for proposing amendments. which
in either case shall be valid to all intents and purpoecs as part of this Constitution,
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by convention in three-fourths thereof," etc.; and
Whereas the House of Repreeentatives of the COngress of the United States has on
four separate occasions passed by a two-thirds vote a resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution providfng for the election of United States Senators by
direct vote of the people; and
Whereas the United States Senate has each time refused to consider or vote upon
said resolution, thereby denying to the peofle of the several States a chance to secure
this much desired change in the method o electing Senators: Therefore, be it
Rcsohcd by the senate and hou$e of representatives of the State of Oregon, That, under
the authority of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, application is
hereby made to Congress to forthwith call a constitutional convention for the pul"(>"Se
of submitting to the States for ratification an amendment to the Federal Constitution
providing for the election of United States Senators by direct vote of the people: and
Resolred, That the secretary of state he, and is hereby, directed to forward a properly authenticated copy of these resolutions to the President of the Unted Stat.el! and
to the President of the Senate of the United States, and to the Speaker of the HoU8e
of Representatives of the United States.

Cite: S. Doc. 454, 60th Cong., 1st Sess. (1908)
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STATE Oll' LouIBIANA.

Joint Reeolutlon m&ldlllf apellcation to the Congreas of the United States to clill a convention for proposmg amendments to the Constitution of the United Stdes.
,

Whereas we believe that Senators of the United States should be elected directly by
the voters; and
Whereas to authorize such direct election an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States is necessary; and
Whereas the failure of Congress to submit such amendment to the States has made
it clear that the only practicable method of securing a submiRBion of such amendment
to the State is through a constitutional convention, t.o he called by Congm,1s upon the
application of the legislatures of two-thirds of all the States: Therefore, be it
Reaolwd by the general aaaembly of the State of Louisiana, That the legislature of the
State of Louisiana hereby makes apflication to the Congre88 of the L'nited States,
under Article V of the Con11titution o the United Statt>s, to call a constitutional convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.
SEC. 2. That this resolution, duly authentkated, shall be df'livered forthwith to
the PresidPnt of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre8C'ntatives of thf' United
States, with the request that the same shall be laid before the eaid Senate and House.

J.

w. HYAMS,

Speaker of the Houae of Reprrsc11tatiua.
J. Y. SAl'\DJo.:Hs,
Zieutenant-Govmwr and Pruidmt of the Senate.
Approved November 25, 1907.
NEWTON

c. BLANCHARD,

Governor of the State of LouUiana.
A true copy.
JOHN

T. MICHEL,

Secretary of Stat1.
Pariah of Etut Baton Rouge, u:
Before me, W. M. Barrow, a notary public in and for the State and parish aforeeaid,
duly commisaioned and qualified, _personally appeared H. H. Johnson, a resident of
the city of Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, to me well and personally known, who
upon oath stated that he made the above and fore~ing
of act No. 4 of the extra
eession of the general assembly of the State of LouJBiana o 1907, and that the Ba.me ia
a true and correct copy of the original. ··
H. H. JOHNSON.
STATE OP Lou1sIANA,

coly

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of March, A. D. 1908.
[HAL.]

W. M.

BARROW,

Notary Public.

STATE Oll' COLORADO.

An Act Requf'11tlng the Congreu of the United States to call a convention for propoelng amendment•
to the ('on1<t i tut ion of the United St.ates. and UJ1?iniz 1tn amendment to aectlon three, article one Qf the
C'on1titution of the lJniteJ States, which amen<l111c11t shall provide for the election of United ltatee
Senators by a direct vote of tbe people of each State.

Be it enacted by tke general aasembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTIOS I. Pursuant to Article V of the Constitution of thf' Unitt>d StatPs, application is hereby made to the Congress of the United State11, by the State of Colomdo
and the legislature of said State of Colorado, to call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.
SEC. 2. The general assembly of the State of Colorado delilfres to present and unre
before the convention to be called, as provided in section .1 of this act, an amendment to section 3, Article 1 of the Constitution of the United Stat~!!, which shall
provide for choosing Sc>nators of the United States by the voters of each State, in lieu
of the provision of said section 3, Article 1, which requires that Senators of the United
States shall be chosen in each State by the legislaturg thereof.
Szc. 3. The sc•crc•tal)" of the State of Colorado shall transmit one copy of this act
to the PrC'Sident of the Unitc>d StatPs, one copy to the President of the Sc>nnte of the
United States, one copy to the SpPakPr of the House of Heprc>sentatives of the Unitf'd
States, and one copy to the governor of eac-h State, to the end that appropriatf' a<'tion
may be had and taken by the Congr<'s.~ of the United Stat<'s whenever and n.s 11oon as
two-thirds in number of the States of this Union shall make similar application.
Approved April 1, 1901.

le
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I, Alfred C. Montgomery, secretary to the governor, State of Colorado, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing lB a full, true, and complete copy of senate bill
No. 13, by Senator Parks, asking for a constitutional conv1:-ntion to amend the Constitution of the United States providing for the l'lertion of United States Senators, aa
the same is found on pages 116 and 116, in the Session Laws of Colorado, 1901.
.ALJ.o'RED

0.

MONTGOMERY.

STATE OP KENTUCKY.

Resolution favoring a change ln the Constitution of the United States so a.a to provide for the election
of Senators In the Congress of the United States by popular vote.

Whereas a large number of State legislatures have at various times adopted memorials and resolutions in favor of election of United States Senators by popular vote: and
Whereas the National House of Representatives has on four separate occasions
within recent years adopted resolutions m favor of this proposed change in the method
of electing United States Senators, which was not adopted by the Senate; and
Whereas by reason of alleged corruption and fraud an<l the corrupt use of money the
election of United States Senators in several States have been prevented and by deadlocks several States have failed to elect Senators and in a number of instances the will
of the people prevented; and
Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that Congresa
on the application of two-thirds of the several States shall call a convention for pro~ing amendments, and believing there is a general desire upon the part of the people
of Kentucky that United States Senators should be elected by the peo~le,
Be it resolved by the general assembly of
Commonwealth of .R.entucky, That the
le~slature of the State of Kentucky favors the adoption of an amendment to the Con·
stitution which shall provide for the election of the United States Senators by popular
vote, and joins with other States of the Union in respectfully requesting that a convention be called for the purpose of proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States as provided for in Article V of the said Constitution, which amendment shall provide for a change in the present method of electing United States Senators, so that they can be chosen in each State by a direct vote of the people.
Resolved, That a copy of this concurrent resolution and a~plication to Congrees for
the calling of a convention be sent to the President of the United States Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Approved February 10, 1902.

the

STATE OJ!' PENNSYLVANIA.

No. 10.]
IN THE SENATE, February 6, 1901.
Whereas a large number of State legislatures have at various times adopted memorials and resolut.ivns in favor of election of United States Senators by popular vote; and
Whereas the National House of Representatives hi\8 on four fl('parate occasions,
witwn recent years, adopted resolutions in favor of this proposed change in the
mel!lod of electing United States Senators, which were not adopted by the Senate: and
Whereas Article V of the Constitution of the United States provides that Congr<'SS,
on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several. States. shall cnll a
convention for proposing amendments, and helieving t.hl•re is a ~encr.il desire upon
the part of the citizens of the State of Penasylvania that the United States Senaton
should be elected by a direct vote of the people: 'lhcrefore, be it
Resolved (if the houae of representatives concur), That the legislature of the State of
Pennsylvania favors the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution which shall
provide for the election of United States Senators by popular vote, and joins with
other State• of the Union in respectfully requesting that a convention be called for the
purpose of propoBing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States u provided for in Article V of the said Constitution, which amendment shall provide for
a change in the present method of electinf United States Senators, ao that they can
be chosen iu ei.ch State by a direct vote o the people.
Ruolved, That a copy of this concurred resolution and application to Congress for
the calling of a conveni10n be sent to the secretary of state of each of the United States,
and that a simi1ar copy be sent to the President of the United States Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Repreeenlalhcs.
._

E.W.

Chief Cieri

8111LBT,

o/ t1le Smale.

Cite: S. Doc. 454, 60th Cong., 1st Sess. (1908)
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The foregoing resolution concurred in February 6, A. D .. 1901.
CnARLES JorrNSON,

Acting Chief Clerk of the llouse of Represrntativea.
Approved the 13th ·day of :February, A. D. 1901.
Wn.T.IAH A. STONE.
The foregping is a true and correct copy of concurrent resolution of the general
88llemhlv No. 10.
(SEAT.~]

W.W.

GRIEST,

Secretary of the Commonu:calth.
STATE OF NEBRASKA.

A BILL For a ronrurrent

~solution

relating to the election of United Sta tea Senators

SEcTJoN 1. That it is deemed necessary to a.mend the Constitution of the United
States so as to make provisions therein for the electiorwf United States Senators by
direet vote of the people.
SEc. 2. That pursuant to the provisions of Article V of the Constitution of the Unite_<!
States application is hereby made to the Con~s:! of the United St.-ites to cal1 a convention to propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States providing for
the election of United States Senators by direct vote of the people.
·
SE<:. 3. That a copy of this joint resolution be sent to each Senator and Representative from the State of Nebraska in the Congress of the United States, an<l to each presiding officer of the Senate and House corn posing the Congress.
Approved March 25, 1903, by John H. Mickey.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Lincoln, Nebr.:
I, Geo~e Lr. \\"Qon Sheldon, Governor of the Sfate of
that the a bow i~ n. true and correct copy of house roll No.

Nebmska, do hereby certify
167, passed by the legislature
of the State of Nebr.i.ska. in the year 1903 and approved by the Hon. John H. Mickey
lfard1 25, 1!103.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the great
eea1 of the State of Nebraska, this 9th day of March, 1908.
GEORGE LAWSON SHELDON,

LSEAL.]

GEO.

c. JUNKIN,

Goi·ernor.

Secref.aryJ of Stat1.

STATE OF OKLAHOMA.

No. 9.-Relating to the calling of a convention of the Btatee to propoee
amen(hnents to the Constitution of the United States provirllng for the election of United States
Senator~ by direct vote of the people, and for other purpose.~, and providing for the appointment
of a aenatorial election commi!111ion of the State of Oklahoma.

SElfATB JOINT RESOLUTION

Whereas a large number of the State legislatures have at various times adopted
memorials and reeolutions in fa\"or of the election of United States Senators by direct
\"Ote of the people of the respectiv9 States; and
Whereas the National House of Representatives has on several different occasions
in recent y.-are adopted resolutions in favor of the proposed change in the method
of electing United States Senatore, which were not adopted by the Senate: Therefore
Be it resofrecl by the aenau nnd the house of representatfres of the Stall of Oklahoma:
8F.f'TION 1. That the le~il'.llature of the State of Oklahoma, in accordance with the
pro\"ii;ions of Article V of the Constitution of the United ~tatee, d~ires to join with
the other States of the Union to respectfully request that a convention of the l!evcral
Statt>s be called for the purpose of proposing amendments to the Constitution of the
United States, and hereby apply to and request the Congress of the United States
t.o call su<·h con\'ention and to provide for submitting to the several States the
amendments so proposed for ratification by the lPgislatures thereof, or by conventiona
therein, as one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by Congreat.
SEC. 2. That at said convention the State of Oklahoma will propose, among other
amendments, that section 3 of Article I of the Constitution of the United States
should be amended to read Rf! follows:
.. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, chOlltm by the electon thereof, as the governor is chosen, for six years; and
S D-60-1-Vol 32-32

Cite: S. Doc. 454, 60th Cong., 1st Sess. (1908)

20

'

.AMENDING CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

each Senator shall have one vote. They shall be divided as equally as may be int.o
three classes, so that one-third may be chosen every year; and if varnncies happen
by resignation or otherwise the governor may make temporary appointmenfl:l until
the next regular election in such State. No person tihall be a 8enator who shall
not have at.tained the age of 30 years, and been nine years a citizen of the Unit.E'<I
States, and who shall not when elected be an eled.or of the St.ate for which he
shall be chosen. The Vice-Presi<it"nt of the United 8tate.-i tihall be President of the
Senate, but shall have no vote unless they be eqnnlly di\'icle<l. The Senate 1<hall
choose their own officers and ali<o a Presiitent pro tempo~ in the ahPen<'e of the
Vice-Presideut or when he shall exercise the office of the President of the United
States.''
8Ec. 3. A legislative commi$ion is hereby created, t.o be compost>d of the governor
and eight members, to be appointed by him, not more than four of whom shall
l>elon~ t.o the same. politic·al party, to be known as the senatorial direct-election
commission of the State of Oklahoma. It shall he the duty of said le~islative commission to urge action b.v the legii;ilatures of the l!e\'eral States and IJy the Congress
of the United States to the end that a convention may be called as provided in
section 1 hereof. The menMilers of said commi!!f:ion shall recei\•e no compensation.
SEC. 4. That the governor"!ff the State of Oklahoma is her<'hy directed forthwith
to tran8mit certified copies of this joint resolution and appliC'ation to both Houses of
fhe United States Congress, to the izovernor of each State in the Union, and t.o each
of our Representatin~ and l:ienators in Congress.
GEORGE

w.

BELLAMY,

Prelfident of tht Senate.

Approved January 9.

Wu. H. l\luR1uv,
Spen/:1•r of the Hoiue of Repruentativei.

1~

c.

N.

HASKELi.,

Gorermn of tlte Stute of Oklahoma.
STATE 011' OKLAHOMA,

Departmmt of State.

To all to w!tom thtu presents shall come greeting:
I, Bill CroM, secretary of state of the State of Oklahoma, do hereby certify that
the annexed and foregomg is a true copy of senate joint rel"oluti•m No. 9, relating to
the calling of a convention of the States to propo!<e amendnwnts to the Con!'titution
of the United States providinJ? for the elertion of United Statl't'I S•·nators by direct
vote of the people, arnl providing for the appointment of n senatorial election commission of the 8tate of Oklahoma.
Approved January 9, 19U8.
The orhdnal of whil"h i~ now on fi1e and a matter of re<'orrl in this office.
In tE't!timony wlwreof, I have hereunto set my hand and rau~ to IJe affixed my
official seal.
Done at the city of Guthrie, this 29th day of January, A. D. 1908.
(SEAL.)
flu,1. ('noss, &,cretnry of Stal&
By LEo Mxua, Deputv.
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