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B Friends Of the Article YV Convention

March 23, 2017

Congressman Luke Messer

508 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Messer,

Friends of the Article V Convention (FOAVC) are happy to endorse the Article VV Records Transparency
Act of 2017 (AVRTA). This is a necessary piece of legislation. With its passage, the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA) is compelled to gather all state applications submitted to Congress
for an Article V Convention call and post them electronically. The legislation will correct a long standing
issue of accurate recordkeeping. Accurate information based on public record is the hallmark of
FOAVC. We are providing a portion of that public record in this letter to demonstrate why it is so
important AVRTA become law.

The Constitution mandates Congress call a convention for proposing amendments “on the application of
two-thirds of the several state legislatures.” The obligation is peremptory meaning no excuse is
permitted. Based on its tabulation the Senate of the United States has already officially concluded two
thirds of the states have applied for a convention call. As affirmed by the Supreme Court no issue,
including poor recordkeeping, relieves Congress of its immediate mandatory constitutional duty to call a
convention. Thus, any official record of Congress from either house showing application by two thirds of
the states is grounds for an immediate convention call. Obviously then, official counts showing two
thirds application by both houses of Congress mandate a convention call or calls.
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