FRIENDS OF THE ARTICLE V CONVENTION

One Friend At A Time....

Has the Senate of the United States Ever Counted the Applications?

Yes. Among other counts of applications, the Senate counted state applications in 1930. In that
count the Senate officially determined two thirds of the several state legislatures had made
application for a convention call in accordance with Article V of the United States Constitution.

There is no requirement in Article V which mandates a count is required by both Houses of
Congress before Congress is required to call a convention. Indeed the decision by Congress on
May 5, 1789 precludes this assumption as it determined any convention call must be based on a
numeric count of applying states. Any determination of public record showing two thirds
application by the state legislatures is sufficient to cause a convention call.

Despite the requirement of Article V that Congress call a convention on the application of two
thirds of the several state legislatures, Congress took no action to call the required convention.
There is no public record explaining why Congress believed it could disobey the Constitution.
The full Senate report may be read by clicking the image of the first page of the report below.
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FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Mr. Tyminas presented the following

COMPILATION BHOWING THE APPLICATIONE MADE FROM TIME
TO TIME TO THE SENATE BY THE LEGISLATURES OF VARIOUS
STATES FOR THE CALLING OF A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
FOR THE PURFOSBE OF PROPOBING OCERTAIN AMENDMENTS
TO THE UTION OF THE BTATES

Janvany 6 (enlendar day, FEnRvary 1), 1030,~Ordered to bo printed

Srares Ask For Froeran ConsTiTuTionan CoNVENTION

A joint » ion of the in Logislature has been ived
by the United States Senate, asking that a constitutional convention
ba ealled to consider proposing to Congress such amendments to the
Federal Constitution as may be_ agreed upon, in accordance with
Article V of the Constitution. Wisconsin is tho thirty-fifth State
whose legislature has requested such a convention to be ealled, and
the Wisconsin lution cites the datory provision of Article V
that Congress “on the application of the legisl of two-thirds of
the several States, shall call a ion for i d ta."

The 356 States which have filed formal application with Con,
constitute more than two-thirds of the States of the Union. ﬁey
are: Alabama, Arkansas, ornia, lorado, Delaware, Georgia,
Idaho, Illincis, Indiane, Iowa, Kansas, Kenluoky, Louisiana, Maine,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mismuri, Montana, Nebraska, Navmin, New
Jersey, New York, North Caroling, Ohio, O‘k'lnhmun, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, South Dakots, Tennesseo, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
W ton, and Wisconsin,

The Wisconsin resolution does not cite any particular subject for
amendment,
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