GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 551. OPEN MEETINGS

participates iIn a board meeting by telephone conference call but i1s not
physically present at the location of the meeting iIs considered to be absent
from the meeting for purposes of Section 130.0845, Education Code.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 778 (H.B. 3827), Sec. 1, eff. June 15,
2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 87 (S.B. 471), Sec. 12, eff. May 18, 2013.

Sec. 551.123. TEXAS BOARD OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. (@) The Texas Board of
Criminal Justice may hold an open or closed emergency meeting by telephone
conference call.

(b) The portion of the telephone conference call meeting that is open
shall be recorded. The recording shall be made available to be heard by the
public at one or more places designated by the board.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 551.124. BOARD OF PARDONS AND PAROLES. At the call of the presiding
officer of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, the board may hold a hearing on
clemency matters by telephone conference call.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993. Amended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 12.16, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 551.125. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODY. (@) Except as otherwise provided
by this subchapter, this chapter does not prohibit a governmental body from
holding an open or closed meeting by telephone conference call.

(b) A meeting held by telephone conference call may be held only if:

(1) an emergency or public necessity exists within the meaning of
Section 551.045 of this chapter; and

(2) the convening at one location of a quorum of the governmental body
is difficult or impossible; or

(3) the meeting is held by an advisory board.

(c) The telephone conference call meeting is subject to the notice
requirements applicable to other meetings.

(d) The notice of the telephone conference call meeting must specify as
the location of the meeting the location where meetings of the governmental body
are usually held.

(e) Each part of the telephone conference call meeting that is required to
be open to the public shall be audible to the public at the location specified
in the notice of the meeting as the location of the meeting and shall be
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