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Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 87 (S.B. 471), Sec. 10, eff. May 18, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER F. MEETINGS USING TELEPHONE, VIDEOCONFERENCE, OR INTERNET

Sec. 551.121.  GOVERNING BOARD OF INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION; BOARD 

FOR LEASE OF UNIVERSITY LANDS; TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD:  

SPECIAL MEETING FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION.  (a)  In this section, "governing board," 

"institution of higher education," and "university system" have the meanings 

assigned by Section 61.003, Education Code.

(b)  This chapter does not prohibit the governing board of an institution 

of higher education, the Board for Lease of University Lands, or the Texas 

Higher Education Coordinating Board from holding an open or closed meeting by 

telephone conference call.

(c)  A meeting held by telephone conference call authorized by this section 

may be held only if:

(1)  the meeting is a special called meeting and immediate action is 

required; and

(2)  the convening at one location of a quorum of the governing board, 

the Board for Lease of University Lands, or the Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board, as applicable, is difficult or impossible.

(d)  The telephone conference call meeting is subject to the notice 

requirements applicable to other meetings.

(e)  The notice of a telephone conference call meeting of a governing board 

must specify as the location of the meeting the location where meetings of the 

governing board are usually held.  For a meeting of the governing board of a 

university system, the notice must specify as the location of the meeting the 

board's conference room at the university system office.  For a meeting of the 

Board for Lease of University Lands, the notice must specify as the location of 

the meeting a suitable conference or meeting room at The University of Texas 

System office.  For a meeting of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, 

the notice must specify as the location of the meeting a suitable conference or 

meeting room at the offices of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board or 

at an institution of higher education.

(f)  Each part of the telephone conference call meeting that is required to 

be open to the public must be:

(1)  audible to the public at the location specified in the notice of 

the meeting as the location of the meeting;

(2)  broadcast over the Internet in the manner prescribed by Section 

551.128; and

(3)  recorded and made available to the public in an online archive 

located on the Internet website of the entity holding the meeting.
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