
GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 551. OPEN MEETINGS

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/GV/htm/GV.551.htm[6/12/2017 9:07:21 AM]

(2)  a recitation of existing policy in response to the inquiry.

(b)  Any deliberation of or decision about the subject of the inquiry shall 

be limited to a proposal to place the subject on the agenda for a subsequent 

meeting.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 551.043.  TIME AND ACCESSIBILITY OF NOTICE; GENERAL RULE.  (a)  The 

notice of a meeting of a governmental body must be posted in a place readily 

accessible to the general public at all times for at least 72 hours before the 

scheduled time of the meeting, except as provided by Sections 551.044-551.046.

(b)  If this chapter specifically requires or allows a governmental body to 

post notice of a meeting on the Internet:

(1)  the governmental body satisfies the requirement that the notice 

must be posted in a place readily accessible to the general public at all times 

by making a good-faith attempt to continuously post the notice on the Internet 

during the prescribed period;

(2)  the governmental body must still comply with any duty imposed by 

this chapter to physically post the notice at a particular location; and

(3)  if the governmental body makes a good-faith attempt to 

continuously post the notice on the Internet during the prescribed period, the 

notice physically posted at the location prescribed by this chapter must be 

readily accessible to the general public during normal business hours.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Amended by: 

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 624 (H.B. 2381), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2005.

Sec. 551.044.  EXCEPTION TO GENERAL RULE:  GOVERNMENTAL BODY WITH STATEWIDE 

JURISDICTION.  (a)  The secretary of state must post notice on the Internet of a 

meeting of a state board, commission, department, or officer having statewide 

jurisdiction for at least seven days before the day of the meeting.  The 

secretary of state shall provide during regular office hours a computer terminal 

at a place convenient to the public in the office of the secretary of state that 

members of the public may use to view notices of meetings posted by the 

secretary of state.

(b)  Subsection (a) does not apply to:

(1)  the Texas Department of Insurance, as regards proceedings and 

activities under Title 5, Labor Code, of the department, the commissioner of 

insurance, or the commissioner of workers' compensation; or

(2)  the governing board of an institution of higher education.
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