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governing body or of a committee of the governmental body.

Added by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1084, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999.

Amended by: 

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1367 (H.B. 3674), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 

2007.

Sec. 551.002.  OPEN MEETINGS REQUIREMENT.  Every regular, special, or 

called meeting of a governmental body shall be open to the public, except as 

provided by this chapter.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 551.003.  LEGISLATURE.  In this chapter, the legislature is exercising 

its powers to adopt rules to prohibit secret meetings of the legislature, 

committees of the legislature, and other bodies associated with the legislature, 

except as specifically permitted in the constitution.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 551.0035.  ATTENDANCE BY GOVERNMENTAL BODY AT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE OR 

AGENCY MEETING.  (a)  This section applies only to the attendance by a quorum of 

a governmental body at a meeting of a committee or agency of the legislature.  

This section does not apply to attendance at the meeting by members of the 

legislative committee or agency holding the meeting.

(b)  The attendance by a quorum of a governmental body at a meeting of a 

committee or agency of the legislature is not considered to be a meeting of that 

governmental body if the deliberations at the meeting by the members of that 

governmental body consist only of publicly testifying at the meeting, publicly 

commenting at the meeting, and publicly responding at the meeting to a question 

asked by a member of the legislative committee or agency.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 447, Sec. 1, eff. June 4, 2001.

Sec. 551.004.  OPEN MEETINGS REQUIRED BY CHARTER.  This chapter does not 

authorize a governmental body to close a meeting that a charter of the 

governmental body:

(1)  prohibits from being closed;  or

(2)  requires to be open.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 551.005.  OPEN MEETINGS TRAINING.  (a)  Each elected or appointed 
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