
PHIL BRYANT 
GOVERNOR 

May 7, 2015 

BY CERTIFIED MAIL, ELECTRONIC RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Compact Administrator 
Compact for a Balanced 
Budget Commission 
c/o CEO Chip DeMoss 
Compact for America 
Educational Foundation 
2323 Clear Lake City Blvd. 
Suite 180-190 
Houston, TX 77062 

Re: Passage of the Compact for a Balanced Budget inthe State of Mississippi 

Dear Mr. DeMoss: 

This correspondence serves as notice of Mississippi's entry into the Compact for a 
Balanced Budget. Mississippi adopted the Compact on March 13, 2015 through the enactment of 
Senate Bill2389. A chaptered version of the Compact legislation will be provided to you when it 
becomes available. 

I have appointed Brian Pugh in my office to be the primary point of contact for Compact 
matters. 

cc: Brian Pugh 

Enclosure: 

Copy ofSB 2389 

Phil Bryant 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI • OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
POST OFFICE BOX 139 • JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205 • TELEPHONE: (601) 359-3150 • FAX: (601) 359-3741 • www.governorbryant.com 



SENATE BIU NO~, 2389 



SENATE BILL NO. 2J89 

AM AC'i' 'rO AOOE'T '!'HB COMPACT roa A BA.I..AMCED DOOGET MD PRCVIDE 
THAT THE!: 31'A'rE! SHALL RE SOUND BY !'11E COMPACt; "l'O J:OOVI.OE A t1E"J.'H:OD 
OF WITHDRAWAL FROM THE Ct'»>PACT; TO ESTABLISH A COMPACT Cetw!MIS$l:CN 
AND PROVIDE FOR ITS MF.MBER.SHIP; TO P:ROVIO£ fQR THE I'OWE:RS ANO 
OOTIES OF 'f'HE COM-iiSSION IN RRGARO TO THE COM~ACT; 1'0 PROVIDE f'OR 
THE APPOIN!'MBN'T OF A COMPACT AOM.IN.tS'lAATOR. B't ".tHE;: COMMl$$ION; TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE AC'l'IVI'TIES-OF THE COHPACT Cotell$SION AblO <rHE 
COHPACT ADtUNISTRATOR SHALL BR fUNDED B~ MEMBER STATE:$ 0~ 
VOLllNTAA'f OON'rRI:SUTIONS; 'TO PftOV!I:m WltAT wt!D 3/4 OF THE .ST.l\TES 
HAVE JOINE-D '1'0 THE COMPACT, mACH ~f3!;t( S'I'A'l!'l!: lS DEEH&D 'l'O Hl\VE 
AlfPLIED 1'0 CONGRESS FOR TH~ CALLING or A CONVENTION FOR I?RQ.POSING 
AMENI:MENTS LIMITED TO THE SUBJI!CT MATTER OF PROPOSING C'OR. 
AA'l!l!'ICA'!'ION TJ:l..! BAI.AMCEO BUDGET Af€M!Jt.!I!NT; TO PROVIDE FOR "THE 
AP I?OINTr.tBNT OF OELEiGA1'ES 'lO THE C'*VflNT!ON AND Tti.E AtrrHORIT¥ OF 
SUCH DELE:GATES; TO PROVIDE CERTAIN RULES roR 'l'H£ CONOUC'f' Oi' ·THE 
CONVENTION; 'fO PROVIDI!l 'I'HAT B'i BEING A MEMBER OF TH£ COHPAC"l', EACH 
MEMBER STATE PROS E:'ECTIVKL Y RATI If I ES THE BALANCED BUOOET A.MENDMENT' 
ADOPTED BY THE C~ISSION ONCE COHGRES.S REFERS 'THE AM!lNr:t1ENT TO 
THE STATES FOR RA'riFICA'liOO; AND fOR RELATED PURPOSES. 

BE I:'!' ENACT!i:O BY THE: Lli:GISLATIJRE OF THE STATE OF MISSIS.SII?PI ~ 

SBCIJrlOW' 1. The State of Mi~si~~ippi enacts, adopts and 

agrees to be bound by the followinq compact: 

:I.Ula:.8 t 

Dil~l.OIIf 01' POLICY,. ~ AJID Llft'D't 

.s. a. No. 2389 
15/33tH/R5'18PS . 
Pili'J9 1 



# adopting· 

V of the Con::!llti tution ·Of the 

and with ·reasonable 

the 

·herewith 

here.in not vi thsta:nding any l.aw 

L 

... 
:2. 

amem:llnents orga:niz.Jad 

of the Illni t.ed States a:nd,.. where oonte.x:t.ual 

o.r body 1 which miqht be orga:ni aed aa a 

i;imern::J:ment .• alte.rat.ion. oz: to too Const.i t.ut.ion of the 

, l3i. INO, ~3-El 9 
;E'.$ 



proposing amendments under Article V of the Constitution of the 

United States that .is o~:qanized .independently of this Cotnp.aot 

b<lsed on th.• #IS~tpar.at• and d.istinct. •pplieation of .a.ny stat~. 

Section J. '"State"' mean~ one of the :teveral States of the 

United States. Where contextually appropriate, the term "State·~ 

shall be construed t.o include all of its branches, departm.enta, 

aqencie-e:, poLitical eubdiviaions, and officers and repree.entati.ve.s 

acting in their officla.l capacity. 

section 4~ fliMeJ'aber State"" means a State that has enacted, 

~d<>pted and .&~~9't:tted to ~ bound to tbis Compact. for any State to 

qualify as a Member st.-t.e with re.tJpil\!ilet to ~tny other State under 

this Compact, each such State a:mst have enacted, adopted and 

agxeed to be bound by substantively identical COlJ.pact legi.slat.ion~ 

section 5. "'Coompact Notice R.ecipient;..e• lllea.ns tbe A.rc.tliv1,st 

ot the Onited states, the freaJ.dent ot the 11nJ.ted States~ the 

President or tl'le United States senate"' the Of'!ice ot the secretary 

of thfl United States Senate, th& speaker .of the United States 

Hous~ of Representativ~Bt, the Of!ie. of the Clerk of the United, 

States House of Represantativesr the chief r~.u:ecutive officer of 

each State, and the presiding officer{a) of each house of the 

Leqialatu..rea of the sevez:al States. 

Section 6. Notice+ lUl notices x·eq:uired by this. C~<.::t 

stl.all be by IJ .s .. certified Mail, -c·etUirn receipt reqt.Mst~d,., or: an 

equivalent o.r superior fonn of notice, such aa peraonal delivery 

docum,EN1ted by evidence of actual receipt. 

fL 8. No. 2389 
l~/SS0l/R51BPS 
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'1. 

Baction 1. 

J::lni t.ad Stataa tot.al. :r:eceipts of ·the goveirll'llll'8nt. o.f 

States at point in time s the exca•ss o.f 

:st 

per c:e:nt C 1 

thia Authorized debt 

. ex:cl uai vel.y 

debt 

an ailDO:unt 

debt .ias!Jled in 

afo:r:eaaid initia.l amount unl€1Sa. such. i.a .first app:r:ovad by 

at.a tes a a pr:"'vided. .in 3 . 

:J. f"rom to time;, 

by 8ect 

of the an 

proposing the amount of 

and the :measure thereafter publicly and unconditionally 

by a a 

s 

li:Li!ijorit.y of the lagial.aturea -of the several 

approval. If auch app:roval 

~spectlvely by .sta.te 

an• er tax 

as a 

not oJ::rtainad 

the m.easuil:'e ahal.l be 



unchanged. 

Section ~. 'Whenever the OlJitatandinq: debt exceeds 

ninety-eight percent. (98'} of the debt limit set by Section 2, the 

E"res1dent ahall ento:rce said limit. by publ.icly designating 

speclflc expenditlu:es foi 111\pwncknent in an a-.ount sufficient t<O 

ensur..e outstanding debt shall not exceed tne aatbQrized aebt. 

Said impoo:ru:iment !!ihall become eff6etive thirty {30) days 

thereafter, unless Congress first de.signates an alt@:tnate 

iDpoundment of the same or q.reatar M\Ount. by concurrent 

reso.lution, which shall become immediately effective. The failure 

of the President to daaiqnate or enforce the required impoundment 

i{'l an impe~Qh~hle mitSdemea.nor... Any pu;rported. issuance o;r 

incu.rre:t:.tt:ti of any d@b.t in eM.cess of the debt l1m1 t set by section 

2 is void. 

Section 5.. No bill that provides fo.r a new or i..ncreas.ed 

genez:al revenue tax shall beccme l.aw unle:!!lls approved by a 

two-thirds {2/3) roll call vota of the whole nUlllbe:r: of each House 

of Congress. l:l.owever, this requirement shall not apply to any 

bill that provides for a new end user sales tax which would 

completely .replace every exist.in9 J.ne~ t.ax levied by the 

qoverJ'llllent of th~ United State:;; or. for the rec:iuction or 

elimination of an exemption, deduction, or credit allowed. undl.er an 

exi.sting general revenue tax. 

S. 9. No. 2389 
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any obl.iga.tion backed by 

govex:~t of the t:.Jni ted Statt~a; "'outsta.nd.ing d.'.:lbt'" ~ns al.l debt 

aeoou:nt and any entity at a. gi.ven point in ti:Jris;. 

debt!!! l'tlle'ans the total amount of debt that lllil.Y 

bB lawfully i.s 

under 

States £rolll any source,<' 

I!Jniterl Sita.t.es'"' means all t,ax receipts 

of 

of 

1.. This· 

self-enforcing.r and illa:f enact ccnfo.rming 

faail.i tat:.e en:forc.ement • '"' 

1. T'hi,!! 

·extent peDllli. tt:.ed .by 

a:ny co:nf L'Lcting or contrary la.v. 

S~t- R~l Mor 2~lS9 

{R57:9ii:"3 



S•ct1on 2. By bec:OI'ling a Melnbf!r State, each such State 

offers, promises and a9re$~ to perform and comply strictly in 

accordance with t.ha tQr:rn& and eonditions of tlkis ~at, and has 

made such offer, promise and agreement in ~nticipation ~nd 

consideration of, and in substantia.! relimlctt upon, .such mutual 

and reciprocal perfornaance and compliance by aach other currf!lnt 

&ttd futu.r·e ~r state, if any+ A.ccoxding.ly, in addition to 

havinq the force of la-w in each Member· State upon its respective 

effective date~ this compact and each of its Articles shall also 

be construed il.!i contractually tlincling e~ch Member state when: {a) 

at: least one other State has likewise be~ a Hembe~ State by 

eA$cting substantively identical leqisl.ation adopting and a9r.•iA9 

to be bou:nd by this Compact; and (bl notice of such Stata~:t ~r 

State status is or: baa been seasonably rece.ived .by the Compact 

Administrator, i.f any~ or otherw:ise by the chief executive office.r 

of e.ach other M181'llber State. 

Section 3. For pu.rpo.!!e!l ot aet .. .r~:~ining Member State status 

under tbis C~ct, as long as all otlutr provi$ions of the compact 

remain identi•Jal and oparat.ive on the a~ terrnt, 1•91$lat.i¢n 

enact.i.nq, adopting and aqreeing to be bound .by thiS' C<Oi'npact ;lllfl.ill 

be dee~d and .t:"eqarded a.s "'substantive.ly identical• with re.s:pect 

to .:such other legi:1$le.tion enacted b:t another State 

notwithstanding: (a} aray dli.fo&rence in section 2 of Article IV 

with specific regard to the respecthHHy enacti.n9 State t s own 

li:\l!lthod of appointing it:s member to the Caamissiot1:1 (b} MY 

s. a. ~- 23B9 
15/ssoiJrt57a rs 
Pa"ae 7 



in 

with 

5 .Arti.cle with 

•e: own e>bligatio:n to 

1 

t.o the . :rn:.mnbar a:Did i:dontit. y 

appointed on baht~1f of th.e• l!lna·r.::bin.g 

{ 3) de.l,eqa tes ~~~ay attend 

m:: (d) 

flc:.rega.rd the 

fund the 

2 VI 

diiffsr::enc:e in in 

se:ot the re~pectively 

v 
Compact 

bec:OI!te a continuing .L.""'""'-''L 

by 

and 

Stat.e::;, 

to 

notice of 

£or t.he. call.i.ng o.f a 

C:onst.it:ut.ion of t:he 

a~ 

the chief 

State. A 'l.>ili thdrawaJ sbal.l not a£f·ect 

fl!owever., once at 

~ then no 

thereafter 

State:!:!, on.dex: 

such. 

aueh 

Sta,tes .a.re 



prio.r to i.tt ttmination absent unanimous consent of all Melllber 

St.ates. 

~CLB r:.v 

om&AC'f .........raai:Oif .»m ~ ADKQIIS'l'M'l"'P. 

section l. Natura of the Compact Camm.i:s:sion. The Compact 

CoiM!li~:don (CoD'llisl!lion) is her-eby aat.ablishecL. It ha.s the power 

and duty: (a~ to appoint and oversee a COmpact Administrator; {b) 

to encou:rag@ States to jotn the Compact ancl Congress to call the 

Convention in accord.a.nce wit.h this compact; (c) to coord.inate the 

pe.rformance of obligations unct.r tbiJ· Compact; (d) to o-versee t.be 

Conv-ention• s logistical operations as appropri~te to fii.tltlJUre thi.!lJ 

Cotn;pact qoverns it:.s proceedings; (e) to oversee the d9fens<t ~nd 

.t!'ll.forcement of the Cocnpact in appropriate legal vem..ies,; (f) to 

reque~t funds. and to disbu.rse t.ho.se funds to ~rupport the 

operations of the CoumissioiL; CO~act Adm1n1.a:trator, and 

Convention; and ~g) to ooop.e.r:a:t~ with any entity that shares a 

co:m1110n int.ereat with the Conrt~.i;S:!!don and enga9e.S in po 11 cy 

t·E!searCh, public interest litill)ation or lobbyit19 in .support o.f the 

purposes of the C0111pa.ct. The Conmdsaion shall only h.ave sueh 

il'lplied powe.r-s as are essential to car.r:ying out thetJa express 

power:!!! .and dutie:~. It sha.ll tak.e n.o action tnat contravenes or is 

incon:si5te:nt with this C~r:t: o.r ~ny law of any State that is not. 

superseded by this Compact. It may adopt and publish 

~::orres\)Onding bylaws and policies. 

S. B. No. :2'.399 
15./B3(H/R578P3 
ra.9e ~ 



2. Coomrl sa ion initially 

•y,upi::i,.il.u membe:l:a:. l:ach Me:!.!:lbez' Stat,e may 

appoint ong ( 1} an appointment. 

process to be 

un,t1l all on the 

assigned to a£J•oa~,i. 

ar~ 

in the order:, 

States bec.ane Me:rnbe.r 

mo,deat 

exist,s. 

e,nt 

sha.ll be 

appointed 

3., Co:n::rmission 

yea.r, al!ld may meet roo.!re 

Sect 4 .. 

the ea:rliest poa.sible, time 

elepand 

dete:l:D'Iine a, pzimary place of 

to include 

for 

.if adequa.te, fDndrn:g 

!!hall not; act 

1 and no 

·Commi 

11.eet at 

and the 



Section 6. Compact Administrator. The Compact Admini&trator 

ha" the powel:' and duty: (a) to timely notify the Stat.ea of the 

datt~:J' ti.rme and locilltion of the ConV'<I!Ation; (b) to orge.nize and 

direct the logi::stical opo,ratioru:J~ o£ the C<Jnvention; (c) to 

1111ainta.in an accurate list of All MM!.be:t State.sr their appointed 

delegates, including contact information; and {d} to fonnulate .. 

transmit, and raaintai.n all off.ici.al notices, recorda, and 

eoMuni.oations relat.ing to this Compact.. The Compact 

Admini.strato:r 1;1hall anly have such implied powers as are essential 

to -carryin9 out these exp~ss powers and duties; and shall take no 

action t.hat eont.ravenetJ or ia inoon~i:~tent with dde Compact or 

any law of any State that is not :superllPI!Ided .by thi o ~ct. The 

Compact Administ:.z:ator serves art the pleasure of the Canmi:s.~.don and 

must keep the C~ission seasonably appri:sed o.f the performance or 

n<)n()l!!:rformanee o:t the terms ~nd conditioM of this Compa.ct.. Any 

notice sent: by a Mefilber State t.o the Compact Adl'lli.n:lstrator 

concerning thi$ Compa<:t ~hall be .ad~uat.e notice to each other 

Member State provided th..tt a copy ¢f' said notJ.e• i11 Zllllfitasonably 

delivered by the Cctnpilct Ad!inini&ttolllto.r to eaeh other ~r 

State's respective ch:i@lf executive officer. 

section 1. Not.ic~ of Key ll1vent s. Upon the occurrence of 

each of' the following d:escJ:ibad events, or otherwise as soon.aa 

possible,. th~ Compact A<.tminJ..st:rator shall 1:rtlll1<ediately send the 

following notices to all CO:mpact Notiee Recipients, t.oq~thf}r with 

certified con.formin•;r copies of the chaptered version of thiS: 

9. B. No. 23:89 
V':dSSOl/R578PS 
hgl;;! ll 



least· 

the: 

e.ffective 

·. Stat.e becomes a Mallibe·r Stata1 notice of 

of the 

of that fact shell be given 

cooperation 

thia. Com:pact .. 

ox:gar:d.zinq the .saae accordanoe 

~· tiae and 

be given 

and other essential 

fact sbal 1 be ·vith the 

ii)f such prcposed aaendmecnt and a 

rati.fication 

other than thl!!l 

s" :EL. No~ 2369 
PS 



to-qetbec with a. stat~nt declaring suah ratifieation and further 

requesting cooperation in ~iU'i.:JU.t:ing that the off.iei . .al reco.r:d 

confirms and reflects the ~ff~ctivo.c.orre:ffponding ~ent to the 

Constitution of the Onited States. However, whenever any Member 

State enacts. appcopriate legislation, a.a deta.Dilined by the laws of 

the r-espective state, withdxawing fr011 this Coarpact, the Compact 

AdDiinistri!ltor shall iJtm.ledia.tely ~end. cext1f1ed. confoanirp;J copies 

of the cl'u!lpter&d version of such wi.ttuirawal leg-islation as 

~~naintained. in the statutes of each such withdravin9 Nember State, 

solely to each chief ax:ecutiv. office.t' of e:aeh retUJin.inCJ ~r 

Sta.te, gi vinq notice of such vi thdra.wa1. 

Section 8. Coope:t::ation. The Commission, Member States and 

Compact Adm.ini~t.r.ator- shall cooperate with each other and qive 

each other mutual .assistance in enforcing this CQJ~Pact and. 8b.all 

give tbe chief law enforceMent. o!ticet o! each other Me.m.'be:r: state 

any information or dOeU~Dents tnat are rea.sonably necessary to 

facilitate the enforcement of this Compact. 

Section 9. This Article does not take effect until the:re &r• 

~t le.ast two (2) Meiober Statea. 

~cu:v 

~Oif ~ ftdt ~OM 

Section l. Be it .r.ei$olve<:t, a.s provided tor in ~ticle V of 

the Const.it:ution o:f the United Statt!S, the Leqi.slatu.re ot ~ach 

Met!'!ber State herewith applies to Congre.sl! for the calling o.f a 

s , 1'3. No . ;B89 
15/S301/R578I?S 
PaQe 13 



convemtion for 

of pFoposinq fo.r rati fica ti.-on 

2 . s furthra.r tpati tioned to ·refer the 

3. T.t~is 

Of 

to· the States for ratiflcat.i·on by 

J:'IIOt 

States are L"]!!!lauu"'!llL 

ARriCLii vz· 

at 

sta:tes. 

Jl~ DPO~~ Ll1!1l:'I'A'I'XOlfS ·ARD DrS~S 

Sect ion 1 ~ · N1liiiber 

ezscutive offio:::ar, who on the 

appoi:nt.ed in an. 1.ndi vidual 

State at the Convention. aa ib1 sole and 

3 ~ .R.eplace:m.e:n.t or Re~a .. ll. of A u~u-~2U·d 

may be replaced or recalled lby the 

mi.:!llcori:duet or 

a.r :~:ec:alled.r any ._."''"'" .. "''"<~ 

to their 

ature 



under this Article mey only be Q,:xarei.aGd .a.fter the Con'ii'Qnt.ion is 

first: called by Congress in accordance with th.is Caupa.ct and suCh 

app<>in~t is duly .;~ccepted. by such appointee publicly taking the 

following oath or atfirmatJ.on: "'I do solemnly sWE;!~r (or affirm) 

that I accept this appoint~»ent. and will act str1ctly in ac(X)rdanoe 

with the tems and conditio:n.s ot the compact tor a Balanced 

Budget, the Constitution of th-e State I repr@!sent,. and the 

Constitution of the United Statea.. I unrtil!llrst.and that violatin9 

t:his oath (or affirmation) forfeits my appointment and may subjltlct 

~ to othe-r penal tiea as provided by law .• • 

seotion S. T'erm. The term of a de.leqat,e hereunder cOII'allEtnces 

upon acceptance of t.tppointment. ~nd tert»irJa.tea upon the per~nent 

adjaurnm.ant of the Convention; unless shortened by recall, 

replacement or forfeiture undt!l:r thl.a Article. Upon expiration o.f 

such te,rm, any peJ::son formerly serving as a del~ate must 

ifl!lfnediat:.ely withdraw frollll and cease participa.tion at the 

Convention, if any ia: proceeding. 

Seetion 6. Pe:leqate Authority. '!'be power and authority of 

any delegate appointed hereunder ia strictly linrl.t:ed: (a} to 

introducing,. debatin9, votirt9 upon.1 propo.:es.ing ~nd. enfc:>rein9 the 

Convention Fhde:s specified in thi~ Compa,ct, <1!15 n~ed to cn.:sure 

those rules govern the Convention; and {b) to introducing, 

deoottog,. voting upon, and rejecting or proposing for ratification 

S. B. No. 2 3{19 
l!'J/3301/R513P3 
P<ll·~e 15 



violation of thia 

3ection 7 • .Oelega.te l!.lllth.o:rity.. ~o doq.lega te o.f qny ~e;mJI>e:r. 

,. debate,. vot:e upon,. reject o.r p.r>Opoae fo.r 

the 

the 

amendment the 

'-wi-.;.I.'UU 8. 

any at the: Convent.ion doas not incll.lde any power or 

authoz~ty associated with any oth.ar p:ublic ca. held by the 

appo,int.ed t.o serve as a delegate shall t:ake · 

dlel.e~ate 

from 

attending· the 

, 

pow~:t: or aothor:ity·aasociated with. 

t:he while 

B:ny de.legate in viola.t ion of bh.i.s 

ion 9+ of 9usineaa:. 

OJ: Pli'O&:lliQEJ[l.J~·mg 

at 

and 

other pUbl.ic off.ica, held 

taken 

are void ab initio, 

Before intre.ducinq, de·ba ting, 

rat:ificatiQn 

in. thi3 

Co0mp~.ct govern the ConveD.t.ioo and their 

State ll'!llst vacate the 



adopted to govern the Convention and their actions. 

Seotion 10. forfeiture of Appointment~ If any Me:mbe.r State 

or del~ate violates ~U'iY p.~:ovi.eion of thia Compact, then every 

delegate of that ~r State ~diately forfeits bi.e, or her 

appointment, and shall il:iln.t!ldiately cease pa.rticipat1oo at the 

C-onvention, vacate the Convention.. and return to his or h~r 

:respective State·' a capitol • 

Seat!on 11. Expenses. A delegate appointed hereunder is 

entitled to .reieabuz·sement: of :reasonable expenses fo.r at.tending the 

Convention fl:'orn hia or- he:r respective Member State. No deleqate 

may accept any oth!C!tr fom of ~e.r.atio.n o~ compensEltion fo:t.' 

service under thi:s Compi!lict .. 

Section l. Nature of the Convention.. The Convention shal.l 

b• Qt'tJani ze:d t aonstrued and conducted a.s a body eJ<c.lus i vel y 

r~pro~ntin9 .and constituted by t.he seve.ral. States_ 

·Section 2. A-ge.nd,a of tl':!re C.onvention. The agenda of t:.he 

Convention shall be entirely fo<::uaed upon and eKclusi.vely li.At!ited 

t:o i.ntroducing., debating, voting upon1 ..e~nd. rejecting or propo:drtq 

to.r rat.iflcation the Balanced Budget ~nt under the 

Convention Rules specified. in this .Article and in accordance with 

t:he CO!I'!pact.. It shall net be in orde1:· for t.he Convention to 

consider any :matter that i.s out.sidt!t the scope of this agenda~ 

s: • .B. No. 2l:i19-
l5/SS01/R578PS 
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Sect.ion 3 shall •~ 

at the CDnvantion thro!Jigh 

states not ... Member St.atsa 1 

their 

state.. A 

cha:ptered of. thia 

photographic proof o.f ident 

that are Hamba:r Stat.es 

shall be 

Kembe:t: States. 

State 

the vote of State 1 ;S 

of States · rep:t.;e.a.entedl by one delagat.e r or" in 

5. 

state that b.~r one ( 1) delegate"' or 



State that is :r:ept&.SfJntftd by 1r10r€t than one t1} deler;1.at~, shall 

constitute a quorum for the t1:ansaetion o~ any buein•s.s on beh3l.f 

of the Convention. 

Sect ion 6. .Action by t:he Convention. The Convent ion shall 

only aot as a cot:mlittee o! the whole, chaired by the delegate 

represent:inq the first State to have become a M.eabex State, if 

that state is represented by one ( 1) delet;~ate, oz:- o-tber:11rise by the 

delegate chosen by the &Mjority -vote of that State•s respective 

deleg-ates. The transaction of a.ny businll!ts.s on bf!half of tho& 

Convention, including the des.ignati.on of a Seeretacy .. th~ adoption 

of paz:·liamentary procedu.res and t.he rejection or p:t:oposal of any 

coneJtitutional. amendJI'Iellt 1 requires: a quorum to be p:r:esent and a 

majority af:fir~tive vot-e o:e thoee States. constituting the q~orwa. 

Section 1. Emergency suspension and Relocation ol the 

Convention. In tha event that th-e Chair of the Convention 

decLares an emergency due to disorder or an i.millin.~nt tl:'l.rU t to 

public health and safety prior to the oaD~~pletion of the bu!lines.s 

on the Age-nda, and a aaajority of the St-ates present at the 

Convention do not object t:o such declaration} further Convention 

proceec:U.I:l~a tShall be t~rarily suspended, and the Commission 

shall :m.b~equent l.y re loc~te or re.echedule the Convention t-o t'¢S ~ 

procaeding.s in an orderly fD-5hion in accordance with the term~ .and 

conditions of this Compact:. with prior notice 9iveb to the Co_mpaet 

Notic..e Recipients. 
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I:n 

and 

exclusively adopt., appl.y o.r app1:0priately provisions of the 

and t:h.e .1!.:J:Jle rican ~a Rules of 

Sta.te:s. 

o.r to 

sect IJIVSX:t:i:da' · r.:JiC otherwise 

vi th t!hia Campa.ct . 

·• '.!J:.'I;!Ina:m.it ta.l ~ a:pproval of the.&alanced 

Of 

of sliilch 

Adminiatralt.oz: and all U.otice .. notifying them 

of .such approva.l and .requesting canqz:esa to .refer th.e 

V ~:=!f the salfl.e far by States under 

States. 

the 

o.f all atte,ndess and dert:ailea. 111inut.ea of 

the the Q:JC 

1. 



.t:e-co.rds of the Convention shall m opgn to tb• pi.iblie upon request 

.$ubject to reasonable regulations adopted by the Convent.1on that 

"'re cl04~ly t.ailo:red to preventing disruption of proceedings u.ndG:c 

thi.:s Article. 

Section 11. Adjou:rrunent of t.he convention, The Convention 

shall permanently adjotl.rn upon the earlier of twenty-four (24> 

hour~ after cmm:Mmcing p.roceedi.nga Wider this Article or the 

comp.let.ion of the business on ita Agenda. 

All!'ICLJI Vtil 

:D.Oll:tArnOll Olf m.DA VUIBI ~ 

Section 1. Mefllb.e:r States a:hall not participate in the 

ConV@:ntion unle51!!: (a) COngt'e..s~ fi,r$.t o.alla: the Convention in 

acco..rdance w.ith thi.s Compact 1 dnd (b] the C<Jnv~ntion Rules of this 

Compact are adopt.i:!d by the Convention a.a its first order ot. 

business. 

section 2. Any proposal or action of the Convention. is 'Void 

ab initio and iseued by a body that is: conducting itself in an 

unlawful ancl ultra vires fashion if that proposal or acti.on: (a) 

violates or w•to .app.to"l•d in violation of the Convention Rules or 

the deleqa.te in:struction,:, and limitation.s on d.elega.t.e authority 

specified in this Compact} {b) purport:~~ to pr.opo$e o,r effeot1,:1,at~ a 

~e of :catifica1:ion that i.s not specified i.n Article V of the 

Constitution ot the United States; or (c) purports t<J propose. o.r 

effectui!!lte th<& .formation of a new qoverrnJtent. All Member States 

:!l. B. No. 2389 
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.ratify·o:r: otbervlae 

or to the 

o.f the 

other than :the 

~CI.Z IX 

~OH .IE'ROS~Y RA'f.XIT~ 'I'D ~CZD ·~ .·~ 

l . M:ewibe.r State, and its 

rat.i.fie s the 

.Astendment,. 

9ection.·2. T'hi.:s 

e refers' the to .state.:: 

J o:f the or 
v of the 

Stat.ea. 

.~CI.Ji I 

IIXIJft~; ~ .. ~ ... AHI)·,·~:.ti.ln!f 

t.o 

Section L ·To 

ox any of 

of loca1 

t:o 

Ali d. =._."., ""'"" 

rules, .. 

ttJe enactment of 

or 



conBtitution of any affected M.embor .St~te. 

Section 2. Date and Location of the Convention, Un.le.es 

otherwise speciti.etl by COJM).tesa in its. cal.l1 the Convll!!lntion 5be!ll 

be held in Dallas, Texas and cOtJIIll.ence p~aceedlnga at 9;00 a.m. 

Ce.ntr:al Standard Time on th& sixth Wednesday after t,:he latter of 

the effective data of Article V of this Compact or the enactment. 

date of the CongreBBional EeBOl~tion ealling tb* Convention 

Section 3. In additi.<m to <ill oth~r powers and duties 

conferred by .state law which are consistent with the te,;:as .and 

condition:; ¢! this Co.pact, the chief law enfo:rC6JII.e:nt offi<ler of 

each Member State 1:.'5 ~el:ed to defend the C0111pact. .from. any 

legal challenge, as w~ll as to seek civil ~ndato:ry and 

prohibitory injunctive relief to enforce this Compact; and ahall 

t{tk:ilii such action whenever the Compact. is ehallen9ed or violated. 

S~~K=tion 4. T'he excluaiva venue for all actions in any way 

arising Lmd•;r this Corapact. shall be in t.he United St.~tt~~3 Oi.$trict 
' 

Court for the Northern lUstrict of 'Pexa.s or the courts of the 

State of Texc:t~,5 within the j\l.Xiadictional boundaries of the 

foregoing: district court. E.e.ch Mettiber State shall submit to the 

j url~ict.ion of said court~ with re.,pect t<> auch actions. 

Howevet\. upon written request by the chier lav enforcement officex 

of any M&mber State, the CODIIII.iasion may elect to wuve this 

provision for the purpose o£ ensuring an act.ion proceeds i.n the 

venue that allows for the NO$t convenient and effective 

$. B. No. 23R~ 
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of this COII'Ipa.dt . . Any gucb. waivE!r 

limited to the to it ia and :not, 

upon 'provi.sion ... 

of th.e O:xmni 

on eacll 

eftect.ive da:ta of this 

Art + cjate of any avant 

to .its te.nna arnd 

date otherwise law . 

Sect 6. i.s he~ehy deemed 

if 

.... L •• L,. . ..,,. clauae, ,a•e:nt,"!ince or .,.,.,,....,.."", 

c:r 

provision o.f to 

t.he 

other: (;II:: 

pe.r:!!ion or 

cont'Ear:y to 

i:n.v.alid · .of any 

court of oo:rnpetent j ae.ntenc:e · 

t.be 

any 

ahal1 be severed 

of 

C:OO!pact to any 

!iha11 not ... 

i.n a 

to be 

or 

a cotu::t 

to the 

inv.al 

o.:r 

as t.o 



State, ttU<:b. Mertlber St.ate shall be deeaed to naYet withdrawn fz:om 

the Cct'llp4et, and the COilpaot ah.all .t:'e~Min in full force and effect 

a.!!! to any rl!!llDa.i~ing Mecaber St4te. Finally, if th.ii$ COmpaot ie; 

declared in a final judqment by a court of competent juri~diction 

to be wholly or substantially ip violation of Article I,. Section 

10, ot the cone.titution of the Unit.ed States, tnen it. shall be 

construed and enforced solely as r-eciprocal leqial.ati.on en.qcted by 

th• ~tteet.~ ~r $tat:eds). 

S.Getion 1. Ttitrmination. This Compact shall. terminate and :be 

held for naught when th• Compact 1• fully perfo~ ancl ~h• 

Constitution of the Onited State,5 is amended by tho Balanced 

Budget Amendment. However, notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary set: forth in this C001pact.,. in the event. such amendment 

does not occur within ee.ven (7 J yea.rs after the t'i;r;st state passes 

legislr!tion enactifi9,. adopting and ,a,91'00.iTI9 to be bour.d t.o t.his 

Compact, the Comtpaet shall t.elll\inat~ as follows: (a) tht!!l: 

Comm.isaion shall dissol" afid wind up its operations within niru~ty 

(90) days thereafter, with t.h~at COIO.pact Administrator giving notic~ 

of .such dissolution and the operative effect of this section to 

the C-ompact ~otice Elecipientl!!IJ and {b) upon the c0111plat.ed 

diaoolution of the ComElasion, this Compact shall be deemed 

t~nn.i.nat&d.,. repealed, void ab in1tio, and held for nauqht. 
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