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U.S. turns down Soviet leader's call to halt nuclear weapons tests
"It• *'

WASHINGTpN (AP).- The Reagan ad-
ministration, citing national security con-
cerns, has rejected a proposal by Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to stop testing nu-
clear weapons.

Gorbachev coupled the proposal in a letter
to President Reagan with an offer to permit
American observers to visit Soviet test sites,
a U.S. official said Thursday,

But the White House, while not referring
to the letter, rejected such a link — at least
for now. The rejection could prompt the So-
viets to end the freeze they imposed on their
own tests last July. It is due to expire Jan. 1.

At the same time, though, the administra-
tion welcomed the idea of exchanging test
observers — long a U.S. goal — and left the
door open to another Gorbachev proposal to

resume negotiations on a treaty to outlaw all
nuclear explosions.

Test-ban talks adjourned five years ago,
toward the end of the Carter administration,
and never were reopened.

"The U.S. has learned through experience
that moratoria cannot be counted on to lead
to the enhanced security desired," said Larry

; Speakes, the presidential spokesman, of Gor-
bachev's call for a joint freeze.

He said the Soviets broke a testing morato-
rium in 1961 with some 40 atmospheric ex-
plosions over a perux) of several weeks.
. "U.S. testing is required to ensure the con-
tinued credibility and effectiveness of our
deterrent, and to enjsure the reliability and
safety of the U.S. arsenal," Speakes said.

However, the president's spokesman said

the issue was "quite separate" from agreeing
on ways to monitor observance of test-ban
agreements. Two were reached in 1974 and
1975, limiting all U.S. and Soviet under-
ground nuclear explosions to 150 kilotons or
less.

President Reagan invited Gorbachev last
July to send Soviet inspectors to witness a
U.S. test at the Nevada test site. "The U.S.
would, of course, welcome Soviet willing-
ness to agree to reciprocal visits/' Speakes
said.

But the U.S. official who divulged the Gor-
bachev letter to The Associated Press said
the Soviet leader's offer to admit American
observers was conditioned on U.S. accep-
tance of a nuclear test freeze.
. Still, the offer could be significant in light

of traditional Soviet reluctance to allow
Americans at Soviet military sites. Gorba-
chev's letter appeared to represent an effort
to give lagging arms control negotiations a
shot in the arm in the aftermath of his sum-
mit meeting with Reagan.

A U.S. nuclear test, due to be conducted
Thursday, was postponed, but there was no
indication the action was related to the So-
viet proposal.

The official said he did not know what the
president's formal response would be to Gor-
bachev. Charles Redman, a State Depart-
ment spokesman, said the two sides had en-
gaged in "confidential exchanges," but he
refused to say anything regarding the let-
tcr.

In offering to open Soviet testing sites,

Gorbachev suggested Reagan agree to;IMF
cept a proposal by the leaders of six countries*:

to permit the installation of seismic and other
monitoring devices on their own territories.

The six are Argentina, Greece, India, Mrf*-*
ico, Sweden and Tanzania. The idea would be"?
to expand the potential for verification xifrw
U.S. and Soviet compliance with a testing1-'
freeze.

Greece, India and Sweden are relatively
close to the Soviet Union, while Mexico boiv,
ders the United States. ";';.-

If there were still "ambiguities" afterward ""
Gorbachev said, American inspectors coiMc r
go to Soviet test sites to see for themselyei;
He asked for a reciprocal right to * ~ ' n ' '**'***
inspectors here.
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Burger opposes
convention on
Constitution

WASHINGTON (AP) - Chief
Justice Warren E. Burger says he op-
poses a constitutional convention -
not because, as many contend, it
would wreak havoc on the document
— but because it would be "a grand
waste of time."

In a question-and-answer session
at the National Press Club on Thurs-
day, Burger shrugged off criticism
that the.convention, approved so far
by 32 of the required 34 states, could
abridge rights guaranteed by the
founding fathers.

"I don't think it would pose a
threat," he said. But, he added, "It
would be a grand waste of time."

Burger said he favored making any
changes in the Constitution by adopt-
ing amendments one at a time
through ratification by three-fourths
of the states.

"If you see a problem, identify it
and do something about it," he said,
noting that a renewed effort is
planned to adopt the Equal Rights
Amendment to outlaw discrimina-
tion based on sex.

On another matter, Burger de-
fended a decision to bar the public
from meetings of the presidential
commission he heads that is making
plans to celebrate the Constitution's
200th anniversary in 1987.

The chief justice said it would take
"three times as long" for each meet-
ing of the bicentennial commission if
the public were allowed to attend.
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Any more
at home
like you?

Of course not.
There are some originals you just
can't improve on.
It's the same with almanacs. You
know the standard: The World
Almanac® and Book of Facts.
And, at $5.95, you can afford the
very best, most complete, most
current one-volume reference on
the market today.
The 1986 World Almanac.
Because some originals can't be
improved... only imitated.

Mail to:
The Syracuse Newspapers
c/o The World Almanac
P.O. Box 984
Cincinnati, OH 45201

Please send copies of The
1986 World Almanac. I enclose
check or money order (payable to
The World Almanac) for ,
($7.35 each, including postage
and handling). Print legibly or
type. This coupon will be your
mailing label.

Name.

Addreis.

City.

State, Zip.
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REG. $9.98 BOUND

Allow 4 weeks for delivery.

Open Saturday 9 AM to 10 PM

30°/c
All diamonds
Reg. $129 to $5,495. This season for romantics.
Diamond pendants, dazzling cocktail rings,
traditional solitaires and earrings. Masterful
rings for him too.

25°/c
Seiko® Pulsar® and
Bulova® Watches
Take the time to save on these famous brands
with dependable quartz movements.

40% to 50% Off
14KGold
Choose from double links, solid ropes,
herringbone, and much, much more.
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Save 25 to 50%
Women's Dresses
Just in time for the holidays. Save on a huge
variety of selected styles and colors.

Special 9.99
Boy's Twill Pants
Choose from an assortment of colors in
boys sizes 8 to 14. Pre-school sizes available
at 7.99.

Sale 7.99
Wearever Preferred Pans

4

Take your choice of 8", 10" or 12" frypans,
griddle or one quart and 11/2 quart
saucepans.

Sale 9.99
Girl's Sets
Orig. $15. Toddler girls corduroy pants and
fancy tops.

Sale 11. 99
Boy's Knit Sets
Orig. $16 to $17. These two piece knit sets
include pants and sweater. Infants and tod
dler sizes.

20% Off
Men's Heavyweight Shirts
Choose from warm flannel, corduroy and
quilt style shirts. Assorted plaids and solid
colors. Sizes S-XL, tails also.

Sale 13.99
Men's Woven Shirts
Orig. $18. Long sleeve polyester/cotton
blend. Young mens and mature mens
styles. Assorted plaids.

Sale 89.99
Men's Wool Sportcoats
Orig. $120.100% wool, classic styling.
Assorted patterns. Men's sizes.
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*Sale 19.99 £
Men's Corduroy Slacks ;1

!"5Sl
Orig. $29. Cotton/polyester blend. Belt loop
style. Sizes 32-40. :•

XX

Sale 19.99
Women's Shoes
Choose from casual and dress styles. ^
Assorted flats, heels and pumps. Original '
$26-$40. Sizes 5-10. Hurry in for best selection.
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XSale 59.99

Young Men's Sportcoats
1£

Orig. $75-$90. Choose from names like a
Sergio®, Valente®, Charms® in assorted *
fashion patterns, sizes 34-42. ~
Dewitt only *

20% Off
Children's Boots

Choose from a selection of winter footwear.
Assorted styles. Sizes 13-4
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